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ALL WE NEED IS YOU! The Bishop of Oxford waits with open arms to welcome you to the Convention at Wycombe Abbey School 
July. Behind him is the site of the giant marquee which will hold up to to 3000 people for a Dicoesan Eucharist. Photograph:Frank Blackwell 


IT’S COUNTDOWN to the 

Oxford Diocesan Convention 
at Wycombe Abbey School 
from 1 1 to 13 July. A choir of a 
hundred singers, a large orches- 
tra, a group of American hand- 
bell ringers and a team of 
dancers who include young 
people from Amersham, are 
warming up for the final 
Sharing Life Eucharist in a giant 
marquee. Even the Communion 
wine will have a special touch; it 
is being provided by a vineyard 
in Hambledon Valley. 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury heads a dazzling 
team of speakers. Among the 
visitors expected from abroad 
are the Bishop of Kimberley and 
Kuruman, the evangelist, Tony 
Campolo and Christopher Tan, 
chairman of the Youth Council 
of West Malaysia. 

Worship at the Convention 
will range from John Bell and 


Iona to Taize and Rock Mass 
and at Friday Night Live you 
will be able to pick your way 
round a prayer labyrinth. The 
evening will also include the 
Diocese’s own Oscar ceremony 
when the best of a stunning set 
of videos on the theme of God 
is not Dead will win its young 
film makers a visit to Paris. 

‘I think this Convention is a 
chance to expose ourselves 
together to some new thinking 
and ideas and my advice is sim- 
ple: If at all possible, BE 
THERE! I believe that the 
Convention could be a really 
significant time for both the 
Diocese and those who are able 
to attend’, says Bishop Mike 
Hill writing on page 8. 

There is still time to book for the uncon- 
ventional. The convention website is 
www.oxford.anglican.org/convention or 
phone the helpline on 01252 873030 
(9.30am to 3pm weekdays) or try 
The DOOR office! 


STOP PRESS 

Diocese to have first 
woman Archdeacon 

THE next Archdeacon of Buckingham will be the Revd Canon 
Sheila Watson, Director of Ministry in the Salisbury Diocese 
and an Honorary Cathedral Canon. She is expected to be 
installed as the first woman Archdeacon in the Oxford 
Diocese, in November. Her husband, Derek, is the Dean of 
Salisbury. He is retiring a few months before his 65th birthday 
so they can move to Aylesbury together in the late autumn. 

More about the appointment on page 2 
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in brief 


‘A fascinating but tough job’ 

More about Sheila Watson who is to be the first woman archdeacon in the Oxford Diocese 


BORN in Scotland, Canon Sheila 
Watson was educated at Ayr Academy 
and St Andrew’s University with a year 
at Oxford before training as a deaconess 
in the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

After 22 years of ministry she comes to 
the Buckingham Archdeaconry via the 
North East, London and Salisbury. 
Having served in two parishes, she was 
responsible for lay training in the 
Kensington Episcopal Area and was 
Senior Selection Secretary at the 
Advisory Board of Ministry in 
Westminster before moving to 
Salisbury. 

Sheila says, ‘I am much looking for- 
ward to the variety of opportunities in 
an area as large and diverse as 
Buckingham. It will be very good to be 
working with Bishop Mike and our ecu- 
menical partners as part of the Oxford 



team.’ She added: ‘Being a priest is one 
of the most fascinating jobs. In today’s 
society it can also be one of the tough- 
est - just being a Christian can be pret- 
ty tough too, as well as exciting. I hope 
I will be able to encourage and support 
both clergy and lay members of the 
Church in my new role.’ 

Sheila’s husband Derek has been Dean 
of Salisbury for six years and was pre- 
viously a parish priest in London, and 
so they have been used to juggling two 
jobs. ‘Every family with two jobs 
knows that juggling can be difficult’, 
says Sheila, ‘So we are both looking for- 
ward to a new stage with just one job, 
and I am hoping that Derek will be 
going off to cookery classes.’ Holidays 
are usually spent cycling in Europe and 
they have already enjoyed some walk- 
ing in the Chilterns. 


Ruthless realism - realistic optimism 


‘THE GAME is up’, ‘We need 
to move from institution to a 
movement of people, 
engaged in mission’, these 
and similar insights peppered 
the June Diocesan Synod. 
Throughout the meeting 
there was the recognition and 
acknowledgement of the 
need for radical change. 

Over the months this col- 
umn has explored some of 
the demands of that future, 
and how we as God’s church 
might face it and speak into 
it. What becomes increasing- 
ly apparent is that we are liv- 
ing in a very different cultur- 
al landscape with no clear 
map and very few signposts. 

The DNA of the Church 

For hundreds of years we 
have understood and 
expressed what it means to 
be the church in very clear 
terms. At its core we under- 
stand it as what happens in a 
special building, usually on a 
special day, with special peo- 
ple doing and saying special 
things. We can talk about 
‘going to church’ and 
although we may feel uneasy 


about it, at its root ‘Sharing 
Life’ is about a process of 
encouraging more people to 
be in church - preferably on 
a Sunday. 

Whilst this may have a 
future in some places there is 
a growing recognition that in 
the long term this is not a 
sufficient mission strategy 
and more importantly, it is a 
very skewed understanding 
of what the church is called 


CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 


to be and to do. All around 
this nation Christians are 
voicing their unease and even 
dissatisfaction with such def- 
initions and are exploring 
new ways of expressing their 
membership one with anoth- 
er in the Body of Christ. The 
question, however, soon aris- 
es if the received definitions 
are beginning to be ques- 
tioned: how do we under- 
stand and recognise authen- 


tic expressions of Church? 
What are its core values - 
what is its DNA? 

The model of Jesus 

Such questions cannot be 
adequately answered in the 
compass of this short article, 
though a marker can be laid 
down. It has struck me 
recently that we have a great 
tendency to place the min- 
istry of Jesus, as recorded in 
the gospels, in a hermetically 
sealed box. We see his min- 
istry as expressed and 
worked out simply within the 
cultural and social setting of 
his day. 

Whilst we need to be aware 
of that cultural and social 
setting, there is also the fact 
that the church is called to be 
the body of Jesus here on 
earth. If that is in any sense 
true, then surely the marks 
and dynamics of Jesus’ earth- 
ly ministry must have some 
continuing expression in the 
church. As with the rings in a 
trunk of a tree they can either 
be seen at a particular point 
as the trunk is cut, or they 
can be understood as running 


throughout the trunk. The 
ministry of Jesus runs 
throughout the course of 
human history and we are 
called to engage with that 
and become its living expres- 
sion in every place and for 
every generation. And that is 
going to take some ruthless 
realism, and some realistic 
optimism. 

Engaging with God’s word 
Matthew 9:35-38 

Points for reflection 

1. How do we engage with 
community - how and where it 
is, as Jesus did? 

2. What are the key elements 
of the ministry of Jesus - are 
they ours? 

3. Who and where are today's 
people who are like sheep 
without a shepherd? 

4. What is the harvest, who is 
the owner and who is praying? 

The Revd Canon Chris Neal, 

Oxford Diocesan Director of 
Evangelisation Sharing Life 
Office, Thame Barns Centre, 
Church Road, Thame, Oxon 0X9 
3AJ, Tel: 01844-2 16097, Fax: 
01844 260827 


Not just for women . . 


AN ENTIRE parish clergy team 
has joined the Mothers’ Union 
branch of All Saints’ 
Wokingham. The MU were 
delighted to admit as new 
members their rector, David 
Hodgson, community priest, 
Janet Lucas, and curates, Colin 
James and Tony Kemp, during 
the Sunday Parish Communion 


service on 2 June. 
Churchwarden, Alisdair 
Oakley, and Peter Mason are 
joining in July. The Branch 
Leader; Mary Hopkins, com- 
mented: ‘It is wonderful to wel- 
come our very supportive cler- 
gy and the first men to our 
branch - a great recognition of 
the MU’s important work. 


Get into action 

ONE World Week this year, 20 
to 27 October has as its theme 
‘Into Action’ and will tackle 
racism, trade rules and 
HIV/AIDS. An action kit is 
available from: OWW, Box 
2555, Reading, RG1 4XW 
0118 939 49433. Or get in 


Our friends 

BISHOP Ragnar Persenius of 
Uppsala and members of his 
staf^and governing board, were 
in Oxford from 13 to 15 June 
on a team building weekend. 
They toured Diocesan Church 
House, learned about its ser- 


for One World 

touch with Maranda St John 
Nicolle, co-ordinator of 
Christian Concern for One 
World do The URC, Crown 
Square, Wheatley, 0X33 1UF. 
01865 874778. The Website is 
www.ccow.org.uk and email: 
ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 


in Sweden 

vices and met members of staff. 
The visit came about as a result 
of contacts between the Revd 
Tony Dickinson, Diocesan 
European Officer and Bishop 
Persenius’ chaplain who was 
staying in Oxford in 2001. 


Lonely and isolated at sea 


STEPHEN Miller, the Mission 
to Seafarers chaplain in Dubai, 
has commented that some sea- 
farers are living lives just like 
prisoners even though they 
have not committed a crime. 
He met one seafarer who was 
serving a year-long contract 
and might not get home for 
ten months. His ship is in port 


just 18 hours to load and 
unload cargo. The Mission to 
Seafarers jointly organises Sea 
Sunday and provides a pack to 
help congregations observe the 
day on 14 July. It is available 
from The Mission to Seafarers, 
St Michael Paternoster Royal, 
College Hill, London EC4R 
2RL 020 7248 5202. 


C S Lewis back in Oxford v 


THE KILNS, C S Lewis’s for- 
mer Oxford home, has been 
renovated over nine years by 
hundreds of volunteers. Work 
is now complete and there will 
be a rededication service at the 
house on 17 July during a con- 
ference on ‘Time and Eternity: 
the Cosmic Odyssey’ organised 
by the C.S. Lewis Foundation. 


Inspired by the works of 
C.S.Lewis, the conference, in 
Oxford from 14 to 20 July, will 
present lectures, workshops, 
music, drama, dance and ser- 
vices. The speakers include 
Elaine Storkey, Tony Campolo 
and Arthur Peacocke. 

You can get further details from 
melaniestandridge@cslewis.org 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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News 


Don’t let drains and gutters keep people from faith 


TOE good news of Jesus Christ 
is being withheld from those 
who have not heard it because 
we in the Church are unable to 
stand back from our concerns 
with drains and gutters, said 
Peter Teague, Chairman of the 
First to the Lord Steering Group 
at Diocesan Synod in High 
Wycombe on 15 June. How can 
we escape the pressure to find 
funds to maintain our build- 
ings, which so often knocks us 
out of ‘mission gear’ into ‘main- 
tenance gear?’ 

The Steering Group (taking its 
tide from the General Synod 
report on giving, which is based ' 
on 2 Corinthians 8:5, they gave 


themselves first to the Lord and 
then to us in keeping God’s will) 
is leading the Diocesan review 
of Christian giving in the light 
of Sharing Life. Group mem- 
bers led the opening worship 
and introduced the discussion. 

Paying to keep the Church 
going efficiently is not ‘giving’ it 
was suggested. Real giving is 
giving to the poor without get- 
ting anything (such as services 
or a new roof) in return. 
Tithing is our duty; freewill 
offerings should be given sacri- 
ficially above these. 

A tithe to the Church of five 
per cent of income, rather than 
the Biblical ten per cent, is being 



St Frideswide’s honour for Penny 
Keens is Very much deserved’ 

PENNY KEENS has been given the Order of St Frideswide in 
recognition of her 20 years', service as Lay Chairman of the 
Milton Keynes Deanery Synod. When accepting the Order from 
Bishop Richard at the Diocesan Synod on 15June she said: 'No 
chairman is an island. The honour should be shared with the area 
and rural deans, the treasurers and the local church people, without 
whom the deanery could not have operated'. She is only the second 
person to receive the Order, which was devised to acknowledge an 
exceptional contribution to the Diocese by a lay man or woman and 
is regarded as the equivalent of becoming an honorary canon. Tt is 
much deserved' said Bishop Richard who is pictured above with 
Penny after the presentation. Photograph by Owen Jewiss 

SIR PHILIP MAWER, a former member of the 
Oxford Diocesan Synod and lay chairman of 
Reading Deanery, has been awarded a Knighthood in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours. 


Synod report by 

Clare Wenham 


taken as more appropriate 
today when many people give 
separately to charities. But the 
actual rate of tax-efficient giv- 
ing per electoral roll member, as 
Mark Anderson from Bracknell 
showed, is only about 2.5% of 
personal income. ‘The rich do 
not tithe’, one Synod member 
commented about his area; it is 
the poorer people who give gen- 
erously. 

Synod agreed to affirm six 
statements, in the context of 
Sharing Life: 

1. God calls us into a living rela- 
tionship with him in Christ and 
to a life of prayer and service; 
part of that calling involves the 
responsible practice of giving 
which is both an act of worship 
and the practical means by 
which the mission and ministry 
of the Church is sustained and 
the kingdom of God extended. 
Giving is a key part of Christian 
discipleship. 

2. For the development of 


God’s work the Church is 
dependent on the committed 
giving of money by its people. 

3. Teaching about Christian 
giving is essential, and should 
be a regular part of the life of a 
parish. 

4. Church people should be 
challenged to give money for 
the work of God on a regular 
basis and whenever possible to 
make their giving tax efficient. 

5. Church people should be 
encouraged to transform the 
mission of the Church by 
tithing their income, and to pro- 
vide from the resulting funds a 
sum which represents not less 
than 5% of their income after 
tax. 

6. Parishes should be challenged 
to look at achieving a signifi- 
cant level of outward giving to 
support the work of God 
through the mission agencies 
and agencies serving deprived 
communities at home. 

Parishes are to be asked to 
debate these statements and to 
report back by 1 January 2003 
outlining their plans for action. 

* You can see the full stipends and pen- 
sions report at: 

www.cofeanglican.org/papers/clergystip.pdf 


Help for shortage of head teachers 


FOUR deputy heads who have 
completed a pioneering 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education (DBE) leadership 
course have already been 
appointed to headships of 
church schools. Diocesan 
Director of Education, Danny 
Sullivan said: ‘With the contin- 
uing difficulty of recruiting 
headteachers we are delighted 
at the news.’ 

The new course for deputy 
headteachers in Church schools 
who are considering headship 
began in February. It was fund- 
ed by the National College for 
School Leadership set up by the 
Government to co-ordinate 
leadership programmes in 
schools. 

The course leaders were Leslie 
Stephen and Lyn Filed from the 
DBE team working in partner- 


ship with advisers from eight 
other Anglican Dioceses. Fifteen 
deputy heads took part includ- 
ing some from other dioceses. 

The National College has 
invited the DBE to tender for 
affiliated centre status. If suc- 
cessful they would have accred- 
ited centre status for running 
courses. Their tender has the 
support of the London 
Leadership Centre and a num- 
ber of our LEAs. 

Danny is also exploring with 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth a shared approach 
to teacher training based in 
schools. ‘Post-graduate teacher 
training students could do all 
their teaching practices in our 
Church schools and thereby 
having a good introduction to 
their ethos and distinctiveness’, 
he said. 


Clergy stipends and pensions 

Brian Newey, chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance 
introduced a debate on clergy 
stipends and pensions following 
on the first stage of consultation 
around the Diocese on the 
General Synod reports 
Generosity and Sacrifice and 
Clerical Stipends , Pensions and 
Other Financial Issues *. He 
said that the Bishop’s Council 
had also discussed the reports 
and believed it was important 
to have a vision of the Church 
sustained by generous levels of 
giving whose clergy were well- 
resourced and with high morale. 

Many points were made in the 
debate on both stipends and 
pensions. Gavin Oldham, a 
Church Commissioner and 
member of the Finance 
Committee of the 
Archbishop’s Council said 
there was concern that not all 
dioceses would be able to meet 
the stipends proposed in the 
report (just under £20,000 pa) 
without cutting clergy numbers. 
The Revd Richard Thomas 
(Abingdon) urged that we resist 
the Archbishops’ Council trend 
to a business model where peo- 


Financial scenarios 

Synod were given figures for 
the draft budget for 2003 with 
different financial ‘scenarios’ 
showing budget costings if the 
Parish Share were kept at the 
lowest possible level or alter- 
natively raised to meet the cost 
of implementing Generosity 
and Sacrifice or other develop- 
ments in the Diocese. ‘We 
have the freedom to choose 
austerity or exciting objec- 
tives’, said Brian Newey, 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Finance. 

pie are paid ‘for work done’ 
saying that the concept of 
stipends is important in setting 
people free to minister in the 
way God calls them. Diana 
Hastings noted that there are 
implications of moving from 
stipend to pay for work done 
for NSM’s and House for Duty. 
Synod members were asked to 
complete a questionnaire on 
stipends and pensions. The 
results will be collated and the 
response submitted to Church 
House, Westminster: 


David’s life and commitment to unity 
are remembered in Milton Keynes 


SOME 250 of 
David Goldie’s 
family and friends 
met at Christ the 
Cornerstone, 

Milton Keynes 
for a memorial 
Eucharist on 22 
June. 

Rosemary, 

Heather, Katrina 
and Louise had chosen music 
and readings David might 
have chosen as they mourn the 
loss of a much loved and lov- 
ing husband and father. 

Bishop Richard preached on 
the Gospel text (John 17:22) 
‘the glory which you gave me I 
have given to them, that they 
may be one, as we are one; I in 
them and you in me, may they 


be perfectly one’, 
speaking warmly of 
David’s life, and par- 
ticularly of his com- 
mitment to unity. 
Bishop Mike cele- 
brated and tributes 
were paid by the 
Revd Harry 

Matthews, Canon 
David Main, the Ven 
Ian and the Revd Ruth Jagger 
and the Revd Flora Winfield. 

David’s death has touched so 
many people, and it was good 
to be together remembering 
him, and in the building he did 
so much to fashion, and to 
share the Sacrament round the 
altar where he had so often 
presided. Penny Keens 

Lay chairman Milton Keynes deanery 
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• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Bishop joins rally for trade justice 


People & places 


Let the bells ring out 



ST LUKE’S concert handbell choir from Gales Ferry Connecticut, 
USA (pictured) will be giving several concerts and workshops at 
the Diocesan Convention in July. They will also be participating in 
the final Eucharist. The ringers, who make an astonishing sound, 
range in age from eight to 55 and will be giving a preview concert 
at St Mary the Virgin, Witney on 9 July at 7.30pm 


Roll on the Diamond Jubilee! 


SNIPPETS 


WHEN Bishop Colin suggest- 
ed that churches made a live 
link-up with St. Paul’s 
Cathedral for the Golden 
Jubilee Service, it seemed a 
good idea said Janet 
Chapman, Priest-in-charge, 
of St Mary’s Banbury. 

However; there was just one 
problem. St Mary’s lies in the 
‘Banbury Dip’ and the hotel 
opposite blocks the view to the 
local transmitter. Scaffolding 
on the tower for the church’s 
recent renovation was being 
taken down but there was just 
enough left for a TV signal to 
become a real possibility. 


‘We had advertised that we 
would start screening at 
10.30am, an hour before the 
service, so people could watch 
the procession but as we were 
putting the bunting up at 
9.45am the first arrival made 
his way into church’ said 
Janet. ‘By the time the service 
began we numbered almost a 
hundred more than most 
Sunday mornings! I met our 
earliest arrival a few days later 
in the town. He was thrilled 
with the occasion and said: ‘I 
can say I’ve sung with the 
Queen. Roll on the Diamond 
Jubilee!’ 


Step out with St Birinus 

THE 25th annual St Birinus 
Pilgrimage on Saturday 7 July 
is a special in more ways than 
one. It is taking place after a 
two year interval because of 
the Foot and Mouth outbreak 
last year and the preacher at 
the ecumenical pilgrimage ser- 
vice is the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Birmingham, 
the Most Reverend Vincent 
Nichols. Those attending the 
service in Dorchester Abbey at 
6.30pm will also have the 
chance to see the progress of 
the refurbishment work there 
including the new pentis, the 
first addition to the Abbey 
since the Reformation.The 12 
mile walk starts at Churn 
Knob, Blewbury at 1. 30 pm 
and the five mile walk at 
Brightwell at 3pm. 



Purple and gold give 
help to lifestyle 

A CHEQUE for over £1000 was 
handed to Stephanie O'Connell 
(centre), a member of the 
Bracknell charity, Lifestyles, by 
Father Guy Cole, Rector of St 
Michael and St Mary Magdalene 
Church, in Easthampstead. The 
money was raised at the annual 
Purple and Gold Fete last year, run 
in conjunction with St Michael's, 
Church of England Primary School. 

Lifestyles provides trained carers 
to accompany physically disabled 
adults who need support when tak- 
ing part in mainstream recreational 
and educational activities. Without 
such support they would be unable 
to participate in activities able-bod- 
ied people take for granted. 

Pictured with Father Guy and 
Stephanie is chairman of the fete 
committee, Darrell Kemp. This 
year's Purple and Gold Fete on 6 
July at 1 pm on the theme 'Sports 
of the World' will help Bracknell 
District Alzheimer's Society. 


Atomic boost for 
All Saint’s music 



ALL SAINTS, Sutton 
Courtenay has received a help- 
ing hand from its neighbour at 
nearby Harwell. The United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority (UKAEA) Site has 
agreed to support the Church’s 
plans to modernise its musical 
repertoire. Thanks to UKAEA, 
junior choristers like Eleanor 
Pennicott (aged 8) pictured , 
now have full musical copies of 
hymnbooks with the latest 
songs. UKAEA Head of Site, 
John Wilkins said: ‘The church 
is one of the cornerstones of a 
village community and we are 
pleased to help.’ 


St Michael’s, Slough 
carries on despite fire 

FIRE broke out at St Michael 
and All Angels Church, Whitby 
Road, Slough on Sunday 9 
June. The flames were spotted 
by a neighbour at 3pm and the 
fire brigade arrived within five 
minutes. ‘If it had gone on for 
another five minutues the whole 
building would have gone up,’ 
said the Vicar, the Revd Jan 
Cotman. Arson is suspected, he 
said. 

The fire started at the altar end 
and the altar and various items 
in the sanctuary have been 
damaged. There is also exten- 
sive smoke damage. 

St Michael’s is part of the 
North Slough Ecumenical 
Partnership and has a mainly 
West Indian congregation. The 
congregation will meet in the 
church hall until further notice. 
‘We will cope. People’s resilience 
demonstrates their faith. We 
hope to be back to normal 
soon,’ Jan Cotman said. 


THE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

joined local groups from 
Abingdon, Amersham, Bicester; 
Buckingham, Faringdon, High 
Wycombe, Milton Keynes, 
Newbury. Oxford. Reading. 
Thatcham, Windsor and all 
over the Oxford Diocese when 
they streamed into London on 
19 June to ‘speak out for trade 
justice’. Trade justice was also 
the theme of one of the Bishop’s 
‘Thought for the Day’ broad- 
casts in May. 

Worship services and rallies 
where speakers from around 
the world stressed the need to 
reform processes and rules that 
are unfair to the poor culminat- 
ed in a mass lobby with more 
than 12,000 people in a vast 
queue stretching from the doors 
of Parliament to the South 
Bank. Over 225 MPs came out 
to meet their constituents and 
to respond to questions about 
their positions on ‘making trade 
work for the poor’. 

Participants represented a vari- 
ety of ages and experience. One 
child explained how she had 
become interested in trade after 
learning how little farmers in 
developing countries were paid. 
The Oxford organisers of 
SPEAK, a new Christian move- 
ment working with students and 
young people were there too, 


LATER this summer the 
Churches Media Trust will 
launch a new website to 
improve relationships 

between the churches and the 
media. When it is completed, 
The Unauthorised Version 
will circulate news stories and 
features about Christians to 
journalists in Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and 

Oxfordshire. 

The site will also offer con- 
tact details for local clergy and 
other church leaders, and 
information about specialists 
who are willing to comment 
on various issues from a 
Christian perspective. The 
Unauthorised Version will 
also be a resource for church- 
es and other Christian organi- 
sations.lt will offer a news and 


and expressed their delight at 
seeing so many people, particu- 
larly so many Christian groups. 
Martin Conway, chairman of 
the Board for Social 
Responsibility, commented ‘One 
hopes that MPs will have been 
struck to see so many people 
taking a day out to meet them 
and discuss trade justice issues.’ 

It seemed that many were. The 
Revd. Moira Astin, team vicar 
in Thatcham, reported that their 
MP had been ‘very positive’ and 
pledged to sign the ‘trade justice’ 
Early Day Motion tabled to 
coincide with the lobby. Evan 
Harris, MPfor Oxford West 
and Abingdon, who also signed 
the EDM, met with more than 
50 constituents stressing the 
importance of such direct action 
on influencing decision makers. 

Many participants also reflect- 
ed on the lobby as part of their 
Christian life. The Revd. James 
Ramsay of Blackbird Leys saw 
the day as a ‘celebration of the 
Eucharist in the broadest sense’, 
moving the exchange of peace 
outside the church walls. 

There is more work to be 
done. As Martin Conway com- 
mented: ‘Leaders often want to 
be seen saying the right things 
but doing them is much harder.’ 
Maranda St.John Nicolle 
Maranda is Co-ordinator for Christian 
Concern for One World. See also page 2 


feature distribution service, an 
editing service, a Helpdesk for 
questions about writing news 
and features and information 
about media training for indi- 
viduals and church groups. 

While the site is under con- 
struction, the Churches Media 
Trust is looking for media- 
friendly clergy and other 
Christians ready to find and 
write news stories and fea- 
tures, and to offer Christian 
comment on current news and 
other issues. People with IT 
skills are also needed. 

If your church has an event coming 
up and needs help with media rela- 
tions or if you would like to con- 
tribute to the project in any way, 
please contact the editor, Helen 
Pearson on 0118-978-3117, 
mobile 07775 612610 or e-mail 
editor@unauthorisedversion.org.uk 



SPIRIT, WIND AND FIRE was an exuberant celebration in the 
Ray Valley Benefice for Pentecost 2002. Seventy five children 
aged between five and 1 1 from the eight parishes of The Ray 
Valley gathered in Ambrosden for pottery, kites, birds and ban- 
ner making, baking, percussion, sports, and lots more. The 
Army came too. With the help of a Saxon, an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier and a fire brigade, they involved the youngsters in 
building exercises. The weekend culminated in a tremendous act 
of worship with a lively band and singing and dancing. Canon 
Keith Lamdin spoke to the crowded church and suspended the 
sail of his dinghy from the top of the organ, as a dramatic illus- 
tration of the power of wind and of the Holy Spirit. 


New website will help 
church and media relations 


ST BARNABAS CHURCH CHOIR 

JERICHO, OXFORD 

requires additional 

SOPRANOS 

and a few extra singers in other parts 
• Friday evening rehearsal 
•Sunday morning service 
• and an occasional evensong 

Some experience and sight-reading ability desirable 
St Barnabas is in Cardigan street, Jericho, Oxford, with services 
in the Anglican high church tradition 
Contact the Organist and Choir Master, Michael Broadway on 
01865 554233, or the Conductor, Bob Lowrie on 01865 874968 
- or turn up to one of our services to find out more. 


PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
♦ Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725)518428 or 
(07889) 247960 


wm.tennlaart.ciiB 


Changing lives & lifestyle 
with herbal & natural 
health giving nutritional 
products for inner & 
outer health programmes 
for individual weight 
loss/gain & vitality 
Call: 01628 638171 
lithrisel HERBAtlFI llstrilitirs 


CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and divorced Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Tel: 01604 64566) 

E-mail: 

connecttwo2ooo@hotmail.com 



CHRISTIAN 

FOUNDATION 


fl ( 0 H Midlands Regional Day Conference 

A Vision for Healing 

An opportunity to look at the ministries of 
Listening, Healing and Reconciliation 
within a church, community and medical setting 

Main speakers: 

Rev Dr Russ Parker, Dr Andrew Fergusson, 

Rev Michael Mitton 

Saturday 12 October 2002 
10.00am - 4.00pm 

St. Matthew’s Church. Dudley Road. 

Tipton. West Midlands 

£10 pp to include coffee & tea 
To reserve your place please send cheque made payable to: 

Acorn Christian Listeners 

to: Acorn Regional Day, c/o Marie calvert, 25 Archery Rd, 
Leamington Spa, Warks CV31 3PT. 

Enquiries: 01926 881591 (office hours) 

Email: marie.calvert@tinyworld.co.uk 

Resistered Charity No. 108001 1 


HOST FAMILIES WANTED 

We are looking for host families to care for overseas 
pupils at boarding school during half-term and 
occasional weekends. Excellent remuneration for full 
board and integration into family life. 

Please write or telephone for further details: 

Tel & Fax: 020 8523 8872 


CLEANER (£9 Per Hour) 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER (£8.50 Per Hour) 

Required 

For house in Ibstone Village, Bucks. 
Once or twice a week. 

Call Emina or Charles Hayes 

Tel: 0207 987 4933 


Take a year out to fight poverty in the UK 

Community Living • Simple Lifestyle • Social Justice • Spirituality 

Fully funded volunteering opportunities in UK cities for 18-30 yr olds 
Gain practical skills whilst putting your faith into action 
Places still available for Sept 2002 


g* Jesuit 
A) Volunteer 
V Community 


For more info contact Sarah or Rachel 
Tel: 0161 832 6888 
Email: staff@jvc.u-net.com 
www.jesuitvolunteers-uk.org 

Charity No. 230165 
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Interview. . . 


UNCONVENTIONAL is not perhaps the usual way to describe a retired Lieutenant Colonel. But when 
she is one of the few women to have achieved that Army rank and when she is as happy to conduct a rock 


God in the life of 

Mary Harwood 


Lt Colonel Mary Harwood is 
the voluntary administrator for 
the Diocesan Convention at 
High Wycombe. She trained as 
a teacher of Physical 
Education and Music. After 
teaching for four years in 
Bracknell she joined the Army 
and served as an officer for 21 
years. She is now a self 
employed organist and direc- 
tor of music at St Michael’s 
Church, Tilehurst. Mary has 
also worked for Girlguiding UK 
and for the Society for General 
Microbiology. She is Chairman 
of the Governors of New Christ 
Church Church of England 
Voluntary aided Primary 
School in Reading and runs 
their school choir. She is also 
Reading Deanery lay chairman. 

‘EVERYTHING in my family 
was done by Christian princi- 
ples. That was the basis of my 
upbringing. So the Christian 
faith has always been part of 
my life. Like most people I 
have moved away but never 
very far and I have come back. 

My parents were Sunday 
school teachers and my father 
ran the youth fellowship. This 
was in Tilehurst where I was 
baptised, as were my two 
brothers and my sister. My 
father and my brother sang in 
the choir and were servers. One 
of the biggest treats, if you 
behaved yourself, was being 
allowed to go to Evensong 
with my mother. 

I was confirmed through the 
Abbey School at St Giles’ in 
Reading. The then Bishop of 
Reading, Eric Knell, was 
Chairman of the Governors 
and was involved in the 20th 
Century Music Group. Our 
school choir and Reading 
school choir used to be taken 
off to sing Patrick Appleford 


Rock Masses. So at quite an 
early age I was involved in 
what seemed to many to be a 
revolution in church music. 

For me music has always 


been an important part of how 
I worship. My parents said that 
if you had gifts they are God 
given and you had an obliga- 
tion to use them. So I played 
the violin and piano at school 
and sang and once I joined the 
Army I started playing the 
organ seriously. You might 
have a Anglican or Methodist 
or Baptist padre but they were 
always looking for someone to 
play the hymns. 

Peacemaking in the Army 

I’ve never had any reservations 
about the Army. It was some- 


thing I had thought about at 
school though I hadn’t been 
actively encouraged. My father, 
had he not been invalided out 
in the War, would have stayed 


in the Army and one of my 
brothers is in the Navy. I 
always felt that we were work- 
ing for peace not war. 

I served in many different 
places and went to church in all 
of them. In Berlin I worshipped 
in the Anglican Church and 
conducted the Allied Carol 
Service which included British, 
French, Americans and 
Germans. Wherever I went 
there were very strong officer 
Christian Unions though they 
were were probably a little 
more evangelical than I am 
Girls often came to me with 



mass as Faure's Requiem, then is clear that Mary Harwood is far from tradi- 
tional. The Oxford Diocese has much to thank her for. She has brought her con- 
siderable adminsitrative and personnel skills to her role as volunteer administra- 
tor for the 'Unconventional' at High Wycombe. Mary's only regret is that she 
can't be among the musicians at the Final Eucharist because she will be too 
busy ensuring that the convention runs smoothly for the rest of us. 


religious questions. I think they 
saw I tried to live my life by 
Christian principles. Even 
though I didn’t always succeed. 
They knew that whatever their 
problem, they could talk to me 
about it. 

My time in Northern Ireland 
affected me in ways I hadn’t 
anticipated.. I was looking 
after all the women, many of 
them part-time, who were 
recruited into the Ulster 
Defence Regiment. They felt so 
strongly about what was going 
on, that they felt they had to 
do something about it, and 
became part of the peace keep- 
ing force, at quite a great cost 
to themselves. They couldn’t 
let on to people that that was 
where they were going at 7.30 
pm at night to go on duty for 
8.30pm and get home at 
2.30am. To this day I still 
wonder whether I would have 
had the courage to do that. 

Developing young gifts 

I rarely went to church in 
Northern Ireland because I 
often had to work on Sundays 
but I know that my faith and 
spirituality was strengthen by 
being out there and being with 
those people. One Christmas I 
remember writing for my 
parish magazine at home and 
saying that suddenly singing 
‘peace on earth good will to all 
men’ had taken on a totally dif- 
ferent meaning because I had 
seen Protestants and Catholics 
alike who felt so strongly about 
what was happening in their 
country. 

I left the army in 1993 as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the first 
wave of redundancies. At the 
time we only had four women 
Colonels. I had reached the 
point where I no longer want- 
ed to live 1 8 months here, two 
years there, never putting 


down roots. 

As I was actively encouraged 
when I was younger to use my 
own gifts I now encourage 
young people in their talents. 
When I came out of the army I 
worked for Girlguiding UK for 
two years looking after their 
programme for young people 
and I am still involved locally 
too. As Director of Music at St 
Michael’s, Tilehurst I run a 
music group and a youth choir, 
and I get so much pleasure out 
of seeing them develop. 

I am a great believer in offer- 
ing as many different types of 
worship as we can, but doing it 
properly otherwise it loses all 
its point and becomes an 
embarrassment. I do enjoy the 
occasional quiet said service 
where I can go and just wor- 
ship, and not worry about the 
next song or if the choir are 
behaving themselves. Above all 
I love being able to go up to the 
church when it’s empty and 
playing the organ. That’s a 
moment when I can communi- 
cate with God far better than 
when I am on my knees. 

Before I became a freelance 
church organist, I spent three 
years running conferences for 
the Society for General 
Microbiology. When I knew 
the Diocesan Convention was 
happening I said I would like 
to help with the its administra- 
tion. I enjoy doing it and again 
it is an opportunity to use what 

Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Interview by Christine Zwart 

I have in the way of skills and 
gifts for the Church and for 
God. Not in any pious way, 
but it’s what I can do even 
though it gets a bit hairy on 
occasions. 

My hope is that the at the 


end of the Convention, which 
is based on the strands of 
Sharing Life, we will as a 
Diocese come away with a 
clearer understanding of what 
it is we are trying to achieve 
and of how we can achieve it. I 
am quite convinced that those 
coming to the Convention will 
take back to their parishes 
something that is going to 
grow and develop. One of the 
most exciting things for me is 
that large Eucharist at the end 
of the event. We will all be able 
to worship together in quite a 
spectacular way. 

My only regret is that I 
won’t be able to get to all the 
seminars and workshops as I 
will be busy with admin. But 
I have enjoyed being on the 
Convention planning com- 
mittee and I am getting excit- 
ed as we get closer to it and 
things gradually fall into 
place. Of course it doesn’t 
happen without me writing 
letters to people. But I believe 
that God’s hand is in it in all 
ways; it’s as simply as that. 

I haven’t had a Damascus 
Road experience but there have 
been times where I have been 
given the strength to deal with 
things, and where things 
worked out because God want- 
ed it to work out that way. For 
instance when I had a neck 
operation, they told me the day 
before, and at 10pm the vicar 
and his wife came to the hospi- 
tal to see me. He gave me 
Communion and anointed me 
and there is no doubt that that 
had a tremendous effect on the 
way I felt. Instead of panicking 
I had a good night ‘s sleep, and 
complete confidence that all 
was going to be alright. I am 
lucky in the way that I was 
brought up. It is quite natural 
to expect God to be looking 
after me. 1 


I Career coaching j 


helps you find 


J ♦ an employer who values you and your skills j 
I ♦ more rewarding and interesting work 
| ♦ improved career prospects 

Susan Turnbull BSc FCIPD 
32 Woodgreen 
Witney, Oxon 0X28 1DJ 
Tel/fax: 01993 703596 * 

e-mail: smht2@tutor.open.ac.uk 


"CURING ARTHRITIS 
THE DRUG-FREE WAY" 

by MARGARET HILLS, S.R.N. 

The best selling account of the author's personal 
battle against this crippling condition - and how 
the natural approach has left her pain-free for 
the last 30 years. 

For free details send s.a.e or tel: 

01926 854 783 

Margaret Hills S.R.N., 

1 Oaks Precinct, Caesar Road, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1DP 


CHURCHES 

TOE ETHER 

in BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

is seeking a new part-time 

County Ecumenical Development Officer 

to continue and develop the work of Canon Derek Palmer following his sudden death in March. 
We need someone committed to the ecumenical mission of the whole church, able to 
travel, communicate effectively, and support the work of churches together locally. 
The post is two days a week, worked flexibly, honorarium £5,000 p.a. (under review) 
plus office and travel expenses. 

For further information contact the Moderator, Douglas Butterfield. 
Telephone: 01494 677221 or 07768 560560 E-mail: dbutterfield@olcs.net 

or write to: 158 Cherry Tree Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 1BD. 

Closing date: 31st July. 


Ca roli ne tsS Cro w the r 


ALONE? 

The specialist 
introduction 
agency for 
The Thames 
Valley Area 

01934 712900 

www.carolinecrowther.com 

Member of Association of 
British Introduction Agencies 


DAVID WASLthx • ATC • Dip AD • FAGP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsimile: 

01494 773712 



St DENYS 
RETREAT CENTRE 

An oasis for prayer and peace 


A running stream and large gardens enclose this 
quiet, comfortable eighteenth-century house 
with its own chapel. We welcome: 

• Church groups 

• Residential Workshops and Conferences 

• Private retreatants 

• Space available on the following retreats: 

July 22-26 Open Retreat using Prayer Book Worship 
Nov 1-3 Open Retreat with Rosemary Tucker 
7-8 "Walk into Quietness” - Sisters' team 
Dec 6-8 Advent Open Retreat with Bishop Donald Arden 

Further information from: 

The Warden, Ivy House, 

2 Church Street. Warminster. Wiltshire BA1 2 8PG 

Tel/Fax: 01985 214824 

Registered Charity No. 233026 


EVERLASTING 

PLASTICS 


We specialise in: 

• UPVC 

• FACIAS 

• SOFFITS 

• GUTTERING ETC 

• FLAT ROOFS 

• ALSO RE-POINTING 

Free estimates 
No obligation 


Freephone: 
01993 201 773 
or 0790S 816963 
Fax: 01993 200401 
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HEADLINE NAMES CONFIRMED 
FOR GREENBELT 2002 


Greenbelt 2002 is set to breathe life into 
thousands of souls this summer thanks to a line-up 
which includes Delirious?, Over the Rhine, Jim 
Wallis and Michael Eric Dyson. 

The line-up means that this year's festival, themed Kiss 
of Life, is guaranteed to get festival-goers' pulses 
racing and their hearts skipping the odd beat. 

Jazz Jamaica All Stars, Faith, Folk and Anarchy, All Star 
United and the UK's premier folk band Show of Hands 
are just a few more of the outstanding line-up of acts 
confirmed for the festival. 

"With a line-up as strong as this there is something for 
everyone," festival chair Jude 
Levermore said. 

"It's going to be a real 
smacker." 

More than 10,000 people are 
expected to attend this year's 
festival, now in its fourth year 
at Cheltenham Racecourse. 
Chicago's Professor of Hip 
Hop Michael Eric Dyson will 
be speaking on Tupac Shakur, 
Dr Robert Beckford - the 
theologian and expert on black 
culture - on white people and privilege in the church, 
and social justice campaigner Jim Wallis on September 



11 . 


They will be joined by, among others. Vicar of Dibley 
inspiration Joy Carroll and post-evangelical Dave 
Tomlinson. This summer also sees a welcome return 
visit from Archbishop Rowan Williams and an insight 
into the Middle East conflict from Jeff Halper, a Jewish 
Israeli outspoken in his defence of the Palestinians. 
Andrew Harrison will be performing his one-man show, 
and the Ned Flanders Tribute team will be coming back 
by popular demand. Meanwhile the classical line-up is 
headed by the opera singer Patricia Rosario OBE. 
Christian Aid will focus their work over the weekend on 
challenging taboos surrounding the global HIV/AIDS 
pandemic, both through highlighting the poverty 


FREE GREENBELT TICKETS FOR CHURCH LEADER FIRST TIMERS.. .AND A FREE VIDEO IF YOU'RE NOT SURE! 


Church leaders who have never been before are being offered 
free tickets for Greenbelt this summer.. 

"The move will enable leaders across the country to get a taste for Europe's leading 
Christian arts festival", manager Beki Bateson said. Organisers ha\je already secured an 
increase in the licence this year from 10,000 to 12,000 - and ticket sales so far suggest 
it was a smart move. 

"Last year we reached capacity so to get the extension is great news," Beki said. "The 
increase in ticket sales over the last two years is continuing with over 20% more people 
booked as at this time last year so we're looking forward to a great festival. We also 
want to see as many churches as possible get a taste of the Greenbelt spirit - that's why 
giving free tickets to those leaders who haven't been before is so important". "However, 
with ticket sales already up you really do have to book now to avoid disappointment!" 

"If you want a free taster before the festival then you can order your free copy of 


'Moments of a festival' - a ten minute glimpse from last years event." 

There is also a four minute youth video available, free of charge. Both were filmed on 
site last year and help to give viewers a taste of the festival itself. For copies, contact 
the Greenbelt office at info@greenbelt.org.uk or call 020 7374 2760. 

Meanwhile the 2002 festival prgramme is coming together and more than 50 speakers 
have been confirmed for the talks programme alone. Activists from around the world will 
be coming to the Cheltenham Racecourse site to share their experiences, including 73- 
year-old South African Eddie Daniels who was imprisoned on Robbin Island with Nelson 
Mandela. Other international speakers include futurologist Tom Sine from Seattle and 
Australian biker and preacher John Smith. 

A complete lineup of festival contributors in available at www.greenbelt.org.uk 
Finally, among the series of panels and debates at the festival this year 
will be one on the Alpha phenomenon and similar initiatives. 


CALLING ALL WRITERS AND COMEDIANS! 



which fuels it and through profiling the impact 
preventative education is having across the globe. 

In another first for Greenbelt, the charity is inviting 
young peer educators from Africa to work with the 
young people at the festival on AIDS awareness - and 
there will be a candelit vigil to focus people's minds 
on the issue and encourage action. 

Festival-goers can save money now by booking before 
July 31: adult tickets cost £63, children £35, youth 
£40, concessions £48 and family £167. Day tickets also 
available. Book online at www.greenbelt.org.uk or by 
calling 0207 374 2760. 


Think you can write? Or make people 
laugh? Then Greenbelt Festival is 
keen to hear from you. 

Seasoned and untried writers are being*sought for 
this year's performing arts programme. 

Organisers plan to showcase writers through a series 
of rehearsed readings using established professional 
actors and directors. Pieces need to be up to 15 
minutes in length and can be an excerpt from a 
larger piece, an original piece or specially conceived 
with the festival theme Kiss of Life in mind. 

Your work will be in safe, practised hands and there 
will be several rehearsals prior to the festival. 

"This is a real opportunity for emerging writers; a 
free, professionally assembled showcase in front of a 
thoughtful and supportive crowd," organiser Jason 
Barnett said. 

All submissions should be sent asap for the attention 
of Jason Barnett to info@greenbelt.org.uk or by 
post to Greenbelt Festival, All Hallows on the Wall, 

83 London Wall, London EC2M 5ND 

Meanwhile, if you think you have what it takes to be 

a stand-up comedian, there'll be a chance to show 


your comedy wares at Greenbelt this year at an open 
mic event. 

If you want to get involved, get in touch with us at 
info@greenbelt.org.uk. 

Come and have a go if you think you're droll enough! 
Finally, writers are set to enjoy a new venue at the 
festival, focusing on the wordy side of life. 
Book-lovers will be able to listen to authors reading 
about books, learn to write books and see how to 
publish books. Writers will be performing their 
work and the programme includes signed storytelling 
sessions too. 

"Whether you know everything about writing or 
nothing, whether poetry is your thing or you prefer 
prose, there will be something for you," organiser 
Suzanne Elvidge said. 

"We are still planning this venue; it doesn't even 
have a name yet. So take the chance to get involved 
- let us know if there is anything you want to see 
and hear, or if you have any great ideas for a name. 
And come along and talk about words!" 

Suggestions about names and themes for the bookish 
venue should also be emailed to 
info@greenbelt.org.uk 



DR ROBERT BECKFORD 

THEOLOGIAN + AUTHOR 


TWO FESTIVAL VIDEOS 

NOW AVAILABLE > CALL 
OR EMAIL 

FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF EITHER OUR 
GROOVY OR OUR SUBLIME 


JIM WALLIS [usa]> MARGARET SILF 


TOM SINE [usa]> PROF MICHAEL 
ERIC DYSON [usa] > JOY CARROLL 
[uk/ usa], ARCHBISHOP ROWAN 
W!LLIAMS> JOHN BELL> JEFF 
HALPER [israel-palestine], JOHN 
SMITH (Australia), CATHERINE FOX, 
DR ROBERT BECKFORD, STEPHEN 
TIMMS MP> TIM G0RRINGE> 
BISHOP LINDSEY URWIN> 
DAVE TOMLINSON, ANDREW 
BRADSTOCK> BISHOP PETER 
SELBY 


GROUP B00KINGS> 

BUY OF ANY TICKET TYPE TOGETHER 
AND RECEIVE AN AOULT WEEKEND TICKET 


CHURCH LEADER 0FFER> 

00 YOU LEAD A CHURCH? HEARD ABOUT 
GREENBELT BUT NEVER MADE IT? PERHAPS 
YOUVE BEEN BUT NOT FOR OVER FIVE YEARS? 
IF SO, WOULD LIKE TO OFFER 

YOU A SPECIAL ONE OFF TICKET FOR OUR 
29TH FESTIVAL . TO RECEIVE 

YOUR COMPLIMENTARY WEEKEND TICKET 
SEND US PROOF OF YOUR ROLE WITHIN THE 
CHURCH. IF YOU HAVE A PARTNER THEN THEY 
CAN COME TOO AT THE REDUCED RATE OF 
f 50> A SAVING OF £18 ON ONSITE PRICE! 


DELIRIOUS?, JAZZ JAMAICA ALL 

STARS 20 PIECE JAZZ LEGENDS, 

DENNIS ROLLINS + BAND> SHOW OF 
HANDS, OVER THE RHINE [usa], 
FAITH, FOLK AND ANARCHY 

[MARTYN JOSEPH, TOM ROBINSON AND STEVE 

knightley], ALL STAR UNITED, 
FUTURE WORLD FUNK [notting 
hills finest], PATRICIA ROZARIO 

OBE [SOPRANO], 




MH 


www.greenbelt.org.uk 

020 ?3?4 2260 


working with 

V| Christian Aid 


CAR AWD 
l PH0NE> 
ALL AND 
ME FIELDS 
N THE AIR 
BY THE 
3D REVIVE 


ARTTHAT SETS YOO FREE 


23-26 AUGUST 2002> 
CHELTENHAM RAGECOURSE> 
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hospitality 


Hearing the Father’s voice in Brittany 


Roger and Beri Fray 
started an English 
speaking church, Christ 
Church, in Brittany two 
and a half years ago. 
Their congregation is 
growing fast, and is a 
mix of committed 
mature Christian cou- 
ples, young families, ex- 
patriates and local 
folk, enquirers and visi- 
tors alike. The Frays 
are supported in their 
ministry by St Nicolas, 
Newbury. 


ROGER and Beri Fray had a 
house in Ploermel for some 
time before they answered 
the Lord’s call to go and live 
there and start up an English 
speaking church. 

Services were held at the 
Fray’s house to start with, 
followed by a shared lunch. 
Since the first year, services 
have been held in a large 
room in the Mother House 
of the Freres de la Mennais, 
a Roman Catholic teaching 
order, which is right in the 
centre of Ploermel. The facil- 
ities include a smaller room 
that serves as an office and 
vestry, ample parking and 
beautiful grounds. The 
church has a collection of 
books and tapes. 

Contact with local clergy 

Good relationships are being 
built up with the local 
Catholic clergy. In a more 
recent development, there is 


now a service in the side 
chapel of an RC church in 
Nantes on the second 
Saturday each month. This 
service is in French and 
English, and was a first col- 
laboration between the RC 
parish and Christ Church. 

Whereas numbers who 
attend services in summer in 
Nantes drops dramatically, 
tourists swell the congrega- 
tion in Ploermel. Brittany 
has a large influx of tourists 
in the summer who are 
served by seasonal chaplain- 
cies with whom the Frays 
keep in contact and all the 
campsites receive Christ 
Church publicity material. A 
third worship centre may 
soon be established in Cotes 
d’Armor and there are links 
with two other fellowships. 

A worship service is held 
every Sunday at 11am in 
Ploermel. A modern liturgy 
is used with a balance of tra- 


ditional and modern music. 
Children’s work is just 
beginning. An Alpha Couse 
was held in the Spring of 
2001 and the resulting home 
group has helped to build up 
the fellowship. 

‘Patchwork with a pur- 
pose’ held on Thursdays 
with an aim of making a 
patchwork quilt is a new 
venture to bring in folk who 
do not come to church. In 
March this year the first bap- 
tism took place and four 
were confirmed in Ploermel. 
Roger is also chaplain to the 
new Royal British Legion 
branch in Normandy - 
Calvados. 

Roger and Beri say that the 
work is ‘exciting and 
exhausting but we never fail 
to be amazed by God’s pro- 
vision. People come to speak 
their mother tongue and 
hear their Father’s voice.’ 


Retreat to a quiet place in France 

Linda and Andrew Shepherd gave up their life in Bloxham in Oxfordshire to run La Roche Chambres 
d'Hotes and Quiet Garden as a place of hospitality and tranquillity to refresh the weary 


French, have already enjoyed development. In one corner 

the ambience we have tried to of the garden we are creating 



AFTER 20 years in North 
Oxfordshire, 17 as an LLM in 
the Benefice of Bloxham with 
South Newington and 
Milcombe, Andy and I are hap- 
pily settled in the north of the 
Charente Limousine. Our 
home is a large ‘Maison 
Bourgoise’ in Benest, between 
Champagne Mouton and 
Confolens. We wanted to 
develop a special Chambres 
d’Hotes; a place of hospitality 
and tranquillity that would 
refresh the weary and where 
people could rest for a while as 
well as a place to stay overnight 
whilst travelling south. 

We aim to create a sense of 
welcome in an obviously 
Christian home without 
excluding those of other faiths 
or none. People are free to stay 
around the house and the gar- 
den all day or to explore the 
region. We both enjoy cooking, 
especially when people choose 
to eat with us ‘en-famille’ in a 
relaxed French way, sharing 
good food, wine and conversa- 
tion. Many, including the 


create, if our visitors’ book is 
anything to go by! 

The B+B developed very 
quickly. We opened for busi- 
ness on 1 August 2000, and 
we had our first booking for 
2 August! Two rooms are 
currently available, # ‘The 
Bloxham Room’ for three 
and The ‘Milcombe Room’ 
for two. A third room awaits 


a Quiet Garden with secluded 
corners for those who want 
to be alone in a beautiful 
space. A special herb wall has 
been planted thanks to recent 
visitors from Bloxham! 
Forget a roaring motorway in 
the background, instead 
enjoy a concert of birdsong. 

An Anglican Chaplaincy 
exists with four worship cen- 


tres in the region. This enables 
people to travel to a service 
within 40 minutes once a 
month. Two centres operate 
twice a month, so there is plen- 
ty of work for our five active 
Readers. My own License was 
renewed on Easter Day 2001. 
We hope eventually to include 
retreats in our ministry. 

As we pursued our vision, 
we felt God was drawing us 
on, confirming each step we 
made. We are very content, 
and would love to share our 
special heaven with you here 
where we have found the 
peace to realise our vision. 

Our details are available on 

www.paysmel lois.com/gites/uk/laroche 
or email laroche@paysmellois.com or 
by phone on: 00 33 05 45 29 08 93. 


For a directory of English 
speaking permanent and holi- 
day chaplaincies abroad con- 
tact ICS (Intercontinental 
Church Society) 1 Athena 
Drive, Tachbrook Park, 
Warwick, CV34 6NL UK 


Cathedral Stewards 
are there to welcome you 


I volunteered to 
be a Steward at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral in 
Oxford. 

Having been 
an undergrad- 
uate at the col- 
lege in the late 
1950’s, I 
thought I could 
offer my ser- 
vices in some 
small way now 
that I am 
retired. 

Jim Godfrey, the Canons’ 
Verger and Visitors’ Officer, 
invited me in for an informal 
chat - a sort of screening I 
suppose - and a short tour of 
the Cathedral. What a lot of 
information to take in! And I 
thought I knew my college 
chapel. It was clear I would 
need some training. 

Most visitors come in 
because they are viewing the 
College and add the 
Cathedral (which is also the 
College Chapel) to their tour. 
They come from all over the 
world and at the door there 
are leaflets in various lan- 
guages to help them find their 
way round. We make them 
warmly welcome and even if 
we can’t answer all their ques- 
tions, we try and find the 
answer before they leave. 

We stewards are not really 
escorts and guides but we do 
try to encourage and direct 
people to the surprisingly 
numerous treasures of our 
Cathedral and we make sure 
that we are always up to date 
about any recent additions. 


For instance one 
major project is 
nearing comple- 
tion. The base of 
the Shrine of St 
Frideswide, 
regarded as the 
patron saint of 
Oxford, has been 
removed from a 
position between 
the North Choir 
Aisle and the Lady 
Chapel and is to be 
relocated in the 
Latin Chapel, 
where it is said to have origi- 
nally stood. There has been 
much research and many 
hours spent on this task. The 
Shrine itself was built in 1289 
but was destroyed in the 
Reformation. However, the 
pieces were recovered and 
reassembled at the end of the 
19th century and more have 
been found since then. The 
Saint is buried somewhere in 
the Cathedral but precisely 
where is not known. At recent 
study days we Stewards have 
had to reacquaint ourselves 
with the historical facts and 
the reason for the move. The 
completion date is likely to be 
July with a rededication cere- 
mony in October. 

There is always a need for 
more Stewards who usually 
do a two-hour stint weekly or 
fortnightly. Those interested 
should contact Jim Godfrey 
in the first place who will 
arrange to meet volunteers 
and to organise training. The 
Vergers’ Office in the Sacristy 
is on 01865 276154. Why 
not join us! 



By Rex 
Norman 


And when you are away from home 


THE Church of England’s 
Diocese in Europe has over 
250 chaplaincies or congrega- 
tions in some 44 European 
countries, stretching from 
Norway in the north to the 
Canaries in the south, east to 
Malta and up into Russia. 

There are regular English 
services in all of them (often 
in buildings shared with other 
denominations), although not 


every week in some centres. 
The churches cater for 
English-speaking people 
from many countries and 
Christian traditions. There is 
a network of clergy available 
for pastoral help and support. 
To find out where the nearest 
chaplaincy is in the country you are 
visiting, and the times of services 
go to www.europe.anglican.org or 
phone 0207 898 1155. 



Nectar Ease™ 

The ‘Aches & Pains’ Honey 
A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 

The healing properties of the Manuka Tree 
have long been part of New Zealand folklore 
and recent scientific and medical evidence 
supports this. The benefits of Bee Venom 
have long been known - and bee venom 
therapy is still used today to ease the pain 
of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 

Recent clinical trials conducted in 
New Zealand found that two thirds of 
patients suffering from Arthritis had 
significant pain relief and increased mobility 
after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 

South Ruislip HA4 0NU 

INDEPENDENT LIVING 

PROBLEMS WITH MOBILITY? 

PLEASE VISIT OUR f A 

NEW SHOWROOM -V m 

SC00TE RS/WHEE LCH Al 

BATH LIFTS/STAIRLIFTS 

HANDRAILS/RAMPS 

COMMODES/CONTINENCE PRODUCTS 

WALKERS 

RISE/RECLINE CHAIRS 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

A FANTASTIC RANGE OF EVERY 
PAY ITEMS & MUCH , MUCH MORE 

10 CROSS COURT, 
PLOMER GREEN AVENUE, 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS - 
AMPLE PARKING 

^dependent 

Established in 1998, The Independent Living Consultants are 
a family owned and run company committed to improving the 
quality of life for people of all ages with health and/or 
mobility needs. 

We are NHS approved suppliers and our trained advisors are 
conversant with over 25,000 products from different 
manufacturers. As such we are able to offer independent advice 
on your needs rather than concentrating on making ‘another sale’. 
We prefer to use our experience and expertise to ensure that the 
product you choose is what you want and is appropriate and safe 
to use in your environment. 

we are based at our showroom in High Wycombe where we stock 
a wide array of products ranging from simple jar/bottle openers to 
lightweight wheelchairs, scooters and lifting chairs. Working 
examples of stairlifts and bathlifts can also be viewed and tried. 
We will even provide tea and coffee! 

Alternatively, you may prefer to telephone and make an 
appointment for a free no-obligation home assessment. 

Our telephone number is 01494 443933. 

For those of you who surf the net, our website address is 
. ivuwv\Lifi(iQpeB(iarUiiv.£0.4ik. * * ***«;«•» * * * * 
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Comment 


The DOOR in the wall 


ONE of Mrs 
Thatcher’s sillier 
statements was 
‘There is no such 
thing as 
community’. 

The past six 
months alone are 
surely proof 
enough that even 
in our ‘do it my 
way’ society, community is 
very much alive. We mourned 
the Queen Mother as a com- 
munity. We rejoice at our 
Queen’s 50 year reign as a 
community and as we go to 
press many of us are commis- 
erating with Beckham’s boys 
as a community. All these 
events, serious and less seri- 
ous, bring a special sense of 
togetherness, which is I think 
a glimpse of that heavenly 
community which God has 
prepared for us. 

For those of us who went to 
the last Diocesan conference 
in Bognor in March 1995 
that glimpse of heaven was 
unforgettable. We left our 
parishes grumbling and 
groaning. Why Butlins? Why 
midweek and mid term? Why 
in fact have a conference at 
all? We left walking on air 
with the last hymn of the 
Diocesan Eucharist ‘Jesus is 
Lord’ ringing in our ears, 
more certain than ever before 
that He was indeed Lord of 
our lives. In four amazing 
days God surprised and 


amazed us and 
transformed 1000 
ill assorted peo- 
ple, set down in 
unfamilar sur- 
roundings into a 
loving, rejoicing 
community. 

Now this isn’t a 
plea for a Bognor 
clone. The High 
Wycombe convention will be 
quite different and so it 
should be. But it is a heartfelt 
plea from a lay person who 
normally hates gatherings big- 
ger than six people, that you 
don’t miss out on all that God 
longs to do for us at High 
Wycombe. I truly believe that 
He will again surprise and 
amaze us. But as Bishop Mike 
says if you want to walk on 
water you have to get out of 
the boat. My getting out of the 
boat was signing up for 
Bognor and it was one of the 
best things I ever did. 

Even The DOOR is ‘getting 
out of the boat’. We are run- 
ning a wall newspaper at the 
Convention. You will be able 
to add your own comments, 
poems, prophecies, pho- 
tographs and there is a prize 
for the best entry. So see you 
at the DOOR in the Wall! 

Christine Zwart 

We urgently need people to help us 
report keynote addresses, seminars and 
some workshops. If you can help please 
ring 01865 208227 or take your reports 
to The DOOR in the Wall. 



Diocesan appointments 


The Revd Vivien Baldwin, Curate in 
Charge West Buckingham Benefice to be 
Priest in Charge of Stoneleigh and Ashlow 
and Rural Life Officer; The Revd Elaine 
Bardwell, Vicar New Marston to be also 
Area Dean of Cowley; The Revd David 
Bouskill, Asst Curate Henley w. 
Remenham awaiting appointment as RAF 
Chaplain; The Revd Peter Boyden, 
Assistant Chaplain Radley College to 
retire; The Revd John Cooper, Rector of 
Wootton and Dry Sandford to also be Area 
Dean of Abingdon; The Revd Peter 
Dewey, Rector of St Laurence in Thanet 
Team Ministry, Ramsgate, to be Priest in 
Charge, Sulhamstead Abbots and 
Bannister w. Ufton Nervet; The Revd 
Stephen Fletcher, Vicar Llan Rumney, 
Monmouth, to be Vicar Adderbury w. 
Milton; The Revd Sharon Grenham, 
Assistant Curate Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes to be USPG Mission 
Adviser to the Diocese of Oxford and St 
Albans w . PT0 in both Dioceses; The Revd 
Dr Peter Groves, Priest Librarian, Pusey 
Hse and Asst Chaplain at Keble College to 
be Chaplain and Fellow of Brasenose 
College, Oxford; The Revd Mary Gurr, 


Assistant Curate, Easthampstead to be 
Team Vicar, St Anne's and St Peter's, High 
Wycombe; The Revd Stephen Hall, Team 
Vicar in the Bicester Team Ministry and 
Chaplain HMP Bullingdon to be Team 
Vicar in the Southampton City Centre 
Team Ministry w. special resp. for St 
Mary's Church; The Revd David Jasper, 
Priest in Charge Reading St Matthews to 
be Rector of South Petherton w. the 
Seavingtons; The Revd Vernon Orr, 
Priest in Charge Reading St Agnes w. St 
Paul to become Vicar; The Revd Dr John 
Ponter, Team Rector, Stantonbury and 
WillenTeam Ministry to retire; The Revd 
Tony Price, Vicar of Marston w. Elsfield 
and Area Dean of Cowley to cease being 
Area Dean; The Revd Janies Ramsey, 
Vicar of Blackbird Leys Church of the 
Holy Family to be Anglican Chaplain, 
Bucharest; The Revd Dennis Smith, 
Vicar, St Michael and All Angels, Sheffield 
to be Priest in Charge, St Catherine of 
Siena, Tilehurst; The Revd Paul Smith, 
Team Rector, Hale w. Badshot Lea, 
Guildford to be Team Vicar, Stantonbury 
Ecumenical Parish w resp. for Willen and 
the Cross and Stable, Downs Bam. 


Time to get out of the boat! 

There is nothing more sad than when a few people attend an inspirational conference and return home to 
their parish/benefice. The people who didn’t go are always trying to play ‘catch-up’. Mike Hill, Bishop of 
Buckingham urges those who haven’t booked for the Diocesan Convention to take the risk and c Be there’ 


I SUPPOSE that one of the 
inherent dangers of our 
parochial system (with all its 
strengths), is that it can make 
us think a little parochially. 
Though we know otherwise 
with our heads we often act 
as though the Kingdom of 
God begins and ends with 
our parish/benefice bound- 
aries. 

My purpose in writing is 
simple. It is to encourage you 
to think very seriously about 
coming to the Diocesan 
Convention, to be held in 
Wycombe in July and to 
come with a group from your 
parish/ benefice for an expe- 
rience that I believe will be 
well worth the investment of 
both the time and money. 
Why should you do this? I 
think there are several good 
reasons. 

Come with a group 
from your parish/ 
benefice for an expe- 
rience that I believe 
will be well worth 
the investment of 
both the time and 
money 

• You will have a real oppor- 
tunity to see fellow 
Christians from other 
churches and Christian tradi- 
tions from the wider Diocese. 
Those who went to Bognor 
would affirm that the experi- 
ence of being together was 
wonderful. The clarion call 
from most people was, ‘when 
can we go back?’ 

• You will have a unique 
opportunity to hear some of 
the best Christian communi- 
cators around, speaking on 
subjects of genuine signifi- 
cance. 

• You will have opportunity 
to celebrate in inspiring wor- 
ship with your fellow 
Christians in a way that 
doesn’t happen very fre- 
quently. 

• There will be opportunity 


to review some of the avail- 
able ‘Christian materials to 
enable you to resource your 
own ministry back in the 
parish/ benefice. 


• I think that you will have a 
really great time. 

A lot of people have put a 
tremendous amount of time 
and effort into planning a 
time that will inspire and 
instruct. I genuinely think 
that to miss out on this 
opportunity would be a great 
shame. 

We all love to stay 
within the safety 
zone of our own little 
boats. Jesus invites 
us to step outside 
and to take some 
risks. 

Much of the teaching materi- 
al at the Convention has been 
shaped by the Diocesan ini- 
tiative, ‘Sharing Life’. In 
other words, the experience 
will help you in your local 
attempts to think strategical- 
ly about serving the local 
community in new ways and 


sharing the Good News 
about Jesus Christ. 

I recently read John 
Ortberg’s excellent book, based 
upon the Gospel narrative of 


Jesus walking on the 
water, If you want to walk 
on water y you've got to get 
out of the boat. The book 
reminds us of something 
important. We all love to stay 
within the safety zone of our 
own little boats, whatever 
they are. Jesus invites us 
however, to step outside and 
to take some risks. 

What would risk-taking 
mean in your local context? 
Walking on water is a scary 
business, but when we do it, 
it can be exhilarating. 
Personally, I think that water- 
walking is for people who 
are prepared to invest unusu- 
al trust in God. It is for peo- 
ple who dream dreams and 
have a vision that has little 
earthly chance of happening, 
but who see God do some 
amazing things in them and 
through them. 

Of course, staying in the 
boat makes common sense. 
Getting out of the boat 
means that you can easily get 
that sinking feeling! The 


boat feels safe and we feel in 
control. Stepping out of it is 
scary and we run the risk of 
being out of control. I know 
all this and I understand the 
fear that accompanies risk 
taking and new thinking. 
However, it seems clear that 
we do need to do some clear 
and ongoing thinking about 
what it means as a Church 
to, ‘proclaim the faith afresh 
to each generation’. 

A small start for some of 
you in this matter of water- 
walking might be to get out 
of your boat and get to High 
Wycombe for the 

Convention. You will 

undoubtedly be exposed to 
some new thinking; you will 
be stretched, together with 
your fellow Christians from 
the Diocese, to confront new 
ideas and strategies. Or you 
can stay at home and enjoy 
the safety of the boat. 

You will be 
stretched, together 
with your fellow 
Christians to con- 
front new ideas and 
strategies. Or you 
can stay at home and 
enjoy the safety of 
the boat v 

There is nothing more sad than 
when a few people attend an 
inspirational conference or a 
great event and return home to 
their parish/benefice. The peo- 
ple who didn’t go are always 
trying to play ‘catch-up’ with 
the enthusiasm and fresh think- 
ing that return with the people 
who did go. 

I think this Convention is a 
chance to expose ourselves 
together to some new thinking 
and ideas and my advice is sim- 
ple: If at all possible, BE 
THERE! I believe that the 
Convention could be a really 
significant time for both the 
Diocese and those who are able 
to attend. I look forward to see- 
ing you there. 



The Bishop of Buckingham, the Right Revd Mike 
Hill, speaking at the Keswick Convention in 2000 


VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

to host international students while they study in local 
high schools and become members of your community 


Diverse countries, cultures, beliefs...an opportunity for 
sharing, learning and building bridges between people 
from opposite sides of the world 


AFS is the global charity 
dedicated to peace through 
intercultural learning 


0113 242 6136 



Website: www.afsuk.org Email: info-unitedkingdom@afs.org 
Registered charity number 284174 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered 
Registered with BACP & UKRC 
Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 01 18 973 4801 


HOLLOWAY’S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 


Volunteers Needed 


Drivers, listeners, Befrienders B Welcomers 

• Get Alongside People (Of All Ages) 

• Provide A Listening Ear • On-Going Training 

• Be Available For Just A Couple Of Hours A Month 
(Daytimes Or Evenings) 

CALL SHEILA OR RAY 


ANCTfWAY FOUNDATION 

TEL: 01865 790552 


CHARITY NO. 299533 

Serving Those Hurt By Loneliness 

New Marston Pastoral Centre, Jack Straw lane, Oxford 0X3 ODL 



LINTON LODGE HOTEL 

0 Xf OR D 



* A Beautiful Wedding venue 

* Close to the City Centre 

* Licensed for Civil Ceremonies 

* 70 Bedrooms 

* Free Parking 

* Patio & 1.5 Acres of Gardens 
Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UJ 

Tel: 01865 553461 


That Special Moment 

Whether it is an anniversary, wedding or that very 
special occasion, a variety of interesting seasonal 
menus can be tailored to suit your individual 
requirements. The hotel is authorised to conduct civil 
wedding ceremonies on the premises. 

Originally a private residency, this Edwardian hotel 
now boasts 70 well appointed bedrooms, some of 
which have been individually designed. The 
restaurant's oak panelled walls: and original fireplaces 
add to the warmth and friendly atmosphere of this 
charming hotel. Nestling in one and a half acres of 
well maintained gardens, the property has a patio, 
croquet lawn, and a nine Kbit putting green, all of 
which have been carefully tended by the resident 
gardener. Just an hour's drive from either London or 
Birmingham international airports, with easy access to 
motorway links to M40/M25. Oxford, the gateway to 
the Cotswolds and Stratford-upon-Avon. 



LINTON LODGE HOTEL 
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Analysis 


Letters 


to the editor 


Unbar the doors 


T S ELIOT did- 
n’t have tourists 
in mind when 
he said ‘bar the 
doors’ but its 
true that too 
many churches 
still remain 
locked to the 
casual visitor. 

An opportunity 
to proclaim the 
Gospel, to cele- 
brate the faith 
which built the 
church, and to 
revel in the creative crafts- 
manship which reflects the 
creativity of God himself is 
missed if the door is barred! 

It is estimated that some 
12 million visits are paid to 
rural churches. Christian 
pilgrims, architectural 
buffs, the curious, all love to 
visit your church. We have a 
duty to market the building, 
and our faith, to those who 
come; in the spirit of hospi- 
tality, evangelism and 
Sharing Life! 

Lock away the valuables 
and open the door. Put out a 
cheery sign - ‘You are 
Welcome!’ Provided they 
can find your church! What 
about a sign in the village 
‘To the church?’ The 
church should smell wel- 
coming, and if it is ordinar- 
ily a dark church then put in 
an automatic light to come 
on when the door opens. 

Inside should be a free 
simple leaflet containing a 
map, a few key things to 
look at (avoid or explain 
technical terms - for most 
people these days a font is 
the type face on a comput- 
er) a simple suggestion for 
prayer and an invitation to 
join worship. At busy times 
what about real-life wel- 
coming stewards? Ro^nd 


the church put 
signs indicating 
the Christian 
significance of 
what is seen - 
the font is by 
the door 

because when 
we baptise 
(explain!) we 
are bringing 
people into the 
life of the 
Church! 
Provide a more 
detailed guide- 
book to buy, again includ- 
ing Christian explanations. 
Received wisdom suggests 
that when there are things 
to buy - guide books- 
prayer cards (not paperback 
books with curling from 
damp corners!) MORE 
money is put in the wall safe 
than is required. 

On special days provide 
teas in the churchyard. 
Encouraging visitors can 
help the funds - it can also 
be part of the regeneration 
of a local village if linked 
to, say, the village shop, or 
local pub and the farm. 
Provide a space for prayer 
and quiet; leave simple 
prayer cards and pointers 
to prayer. Fresh flowers, 
clean pews, tidy corners all 
enhance the visitor experi- 
ence. Church trails linking 
local churches together can 
be mutually beneficial espe- 
cially if there is a ‘honey 
pot’ church nearby from 
which to direct visitors. 

A leaflet is available from the Revd 
Glyn Evans, the Diocesan Rural and 
Regional Officer glynevans@gold- 
serve.net 01608 674567 containing 
these and other ideas. He is also will- 
ing to come and talk through the 
ideas with you. Coming to the 
Convention? Thursday after tea- Ts 
this Church used?' 



by Glyn Evans 
Diocesan 
Rural Officer 


Answers for the creation debate, two views on the Holy Land article, a reply 
to Christians affirming their faith and jubilee for Christians 


All in a word 

Please may I offer a solution 
to the interminable creation 
debate. 

It can be resolved by 
changing one word (repeated 
a number of times) in the 
Genesis account of the 
Creation. Change ‘day’ to 
‘period’, which can mean the 
same thing, and the debate is 
ended. Humankind does not 
know, and cannot know, 
how long God our Creator’s 
‘day’ is. Only intransigent 
mankind has a day of twenty 
-four hours. 

The evolution of the uni- 
verse is an on-going condi- 
tion, that anyone and every- 
one who cares to look can 
see with the naked eye. This 
evolution applies just as 
much to the Bible. In every 
edition of the Holy Bible 
there are notes addressed ‘To 
the reader’. Therein it speaks 
of errors in previous editions 
which the current version 
aims to correct. 

With the revelations of sci- 
entists, we now know more 
about the miraculous sys- 
tems which make our planet, 
the ever changing, ever-last- 
ing God created world 
Robert D. Newens, 

Chalfont St Giles 


Living Stones 

Thank you Tessa for writing of 
our ‘Living Stones Pilgrimage’ 
to the Holy Land. We, too, 
had the enormous privilege of 
visiting and sharing with the 
Palestinian Christians who are 
in that land of such violence. 
We met so many of them living 
out their Christianity, actively 
caring for the sick, deprived 
and traumatised, a great many 
of these, of course, young chil- 
dren. But with enormous frus- 
tration, also, as their work is 
curtailed by denial of travel 
permits (e.g. the rehabilitation 
personnel could not travel to 
the villages where their work is 
so desperately required and 


the needy cannot travel to the 
centres). A general water 
shortage affects these people 
as they suffer from lengthy 
water ‘turn-offs’ in the 
Palestinian areas, and so on. 

We were so pleased to learn 
that Oxford Diocese had sent 
£6,500 to help these ‘Living 
Stones’ despite the cancella- 
tion of the 2001 Pilgrimage 
led by our two Bishops. In 
the Cathedral in Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday we saw a 
Christian Aid Poster and we 
now have one on our St. 
Nicolas Church notice board 
in Abingdon - it reads: ‘Pray 
not for Arab or Jew for 
Palestinian or Israeli but pray 
rather for ourselves that we 
might not divide them in our 
prayers but keep them both 
together in our hearts’ (based 
on a prayer of a Palestinian 
Christian). 

Jennifer & Graham Johnson 

Abingdon 


Pray for peace 

Your article on a visit to the 
Holy Land (June DOOR) 
reminded me of the years I 
spent in that country. As a 
result of those years, I am 
inclined to notice any remarks 
which may be construed as 
inadvertently anti-semitic. 

First of all there is a picture 
of a Jewish settlement with 
an implication that Jews 
ought not to be building on 
that particular land, whereas 
the Shepherd’s Fields are just 
outside Bethlehem where Our 
Lord who was (and is) Jewish 
was Himself born. Indeed it 
is not beyond the bounds of 
possibility that descendants of 
His mother’s family might 
live in that settlement today. 

Secondly I have to tell you 
that when I was in the same 
wonderful Palm Sunday pro- 
cession a good many years 
ago, the occupying foreign 
soldiers were Jordanian, and 
no doubt some of your older 
readers will remember the 


time when the foreign sol- 
diers were British - and they 
were following the Turks. 

Nothing new has happened 
but you are absolutely right 
to say that we must ‘Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem’ and 
hope that one day soon the 
Palestinians will have their 
own state, and that we as 
visitors will be able to travel 
all over the area in the peace 
and serenity which always 
seems to have been denied. 
David Rae 
Wallingford 


Experiencing truth 

Dr Chapman claims (Letters 
May 2002) that if Christians 
were more active in affirming 
the truth of their faith, instead 
of looking for ways of con- 
necting with other faiths, then 
Christianity might begin to 
grow again. But the argument 
begs the question ‘How, in 
today’s culture, am I con- 
vinced of the truth of Christ?’ 
I find the answer is not be 
other people proclaiming it to 
me, but by experiencing that 
truth for myself. And if this is 
true for me, it is probably 
true for other people as well. 

Most people today have some 
kind of faith. It may be defined 
in terms of one of the major 
world traditions, it might be 
contemporary Paganism, or it 
might be a more undefined 
sense that ‘there is something 
out there’. In a culture that val- 
ues personal experience above 
almost everything else, the affir- 
mation of ‘my truth’ over against 
‘your truth’ is unlikely to con- 
vince anyone of very much, and 
most likely to entrench. We are 
making exacdy the kind of con- 
nections that Dr Chapman finds 
difficult. Through those connec- 
tions, I can share my discovery 
of the ‘pearl of great price.’ 
Without them, I can communi- 
cate very little. 

The Revd Richard Thomas 

Diocesan Director of 
Communications 


Meaning of jubilee 

Many thanks for David 
Winter’s timely reminder of 
the original meaning of the 
word ‘jubilee’ (June issue) and 
for his plea for Christians to 
mark the Jubilee with deeds 
worthy of Jesus’ challenge to 
bring good news to the poor. 
One organisation trying to do 
this is the Jubilee Debt 
Campaign. 

As David says, in a fallen 
world the rich tend to get 
richer and the poor to get 
poorer. Fewer children are 
being educated in the Third 
World now than was the case 
20 years ago. Life expectan- 
cy is going down rather than 
up. The root of the tragedy 
is debt; the poorest countries 
spend more on servicing their 
foreign debt than on health 
or education. ‘The constant 
need to borrow in order to 
service our debt; the constant 
need to service our debt in 
order to borrow - we can no 
longer get out of this vicious 
circle’ is how Julius Nyerere, 
former President of Tanzania, 
explains the fix poor coun- 
tries are in. They desperately 
need a jubilee, a year in 
which unpayable debts are 
cancelled. 

While celebrating and giv- 
ing thanks for 50 years of her 
Majesty’s reign let us also do 
something for those impris- 
oned in poverty. Eleven of the 
UN’s 42 Highly Indebted 
Poor Countries are in the 
Commonwealth. What better 
way to mark the Queen’s 
Jubilee than to bring them 
hope for the future? 

‘Liberty throughout the 
land’ yes, including freedom 
from the crushing burden of 
debts that can never be 
repaid. ‘Liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants’. 
Peter M Jones 
Readers who have not yet had an 
opportunity to support the campaign 
are urged to contact JDC, P0 Box 
36620, London SE1 0WJ (tel. 020 
7922 1111 or visit 

www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk) 


THE SPIRE TRUST 


Supporting Pupils In Religious Education 

Tou made all of Christianity more real 9 
This has opened up our minds to the Christian way of life 9 
Tou really did make a difference 9 

The SPIRE Trust has been set up in response to teachers’ 
expressed needs. An interdenominational Christian charity, it 
provides Christian support for religious education and 
collective worship in secondary schools. 

It provides living Christians in secondary schools 

It provides spaces for faith and spiritual self-expression 

It provides conferences and workshops 

It challenges both believers and non-believers 

It adds value to citizenship, school assemblies and RE lessons 

It continues to work in the school and local community 

It encourages its donors to observe the work 

It has established a reputation of integrity and relevance 

It is highly cost-effective as it uses volunteers and local expertise 

It responds to specific needs 

It works beyond the constraints of the curriculum 

Its role is to educate, encourage and enable 

It monitors outcomes 

For further details please contact The SPIRE Trust, 76A St Marks Road, 

David H W Grubb: Chief Executive Henley-on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 1LW 

dgrubb@spiretrust.org.uk Tel: 01491 414 109 

Registered Charity No. 1067308 Company limited by Guarantee, No 3465252 



Supporting secondary schools 


The SPIRE Trust 
is an 

interdenominational 
Christian charity 
established to 
support secondary 
schools in providing a 
range of stimulating 
experiences of living 
Christian practice and 
values. 

The SPIRE Trust 
supports, it does not 
seek to preach. It was 
set up in response to 
the expressed needs of 
teachers who find it 

ABBEY PAYROLL 
SERVICES 

Payroll Specialists For 
Churches and Charities 
Let us pay your 
Pastor/staff for you. 

Ring: 0116 212 4817 


Advertisement 
Feature 

increasingly difficult to 
sustain spiritual 
experiences within a 
very demanding 
curriculum. In 
secondary schools 
ethics, morals and 
values are of course 
represented within the 
academic curriculum, 
but time specifically 
given to dialogue 
about such 
fundamental and 


A BETTER 
PRICE PAID 

For all old church 
furnishings, nationwide. 
Chairs urgently required. 

Chancelors 
173 Earlsfield Road, 
London SW18 3DD 

Tel: 01932 252736 


influential forces is 
extremely limited. The 
number of teachers 
specifically trained in 
these areas has been 
reduced. Pupils driven 
by a formal curriculum 
and examination 
system simply have 
less and less 
involvement in 
exploring and 
celebrating spiritual 
values. 

Please contact Mr 
David Grubb on: 

Tel: 01491 414 109 

THE HIDING 
PLACE 

A haven to come aside 

and be alone with Cod. 

For brochure phone 
Charles or Rachel 

Tel: 01623 441937 

.www.thel ildi ngplacejsn.eUcojj 1 , 


Hook Norton Pottery 



• Candlestick Holders - Various 
Designs Inc. Silver 8 Gold Inlay 

• Chalices & Patens 

• Altar Candlesticks 

East End, Hook Norton 

Tel: 01608 737414 

www.hooknortonpottery.co.uk 
Open: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Hand produced studio pottery. The showroom 
exhibits a wide range of work including coffee 
sets, mugs, jugs, casseroles and bowls. 

The pottery is open to watch the potters at work 
as are the kilns and showroom. 





Courses 


Working with Vulnerable People 
4 July A one-day conference for 
those working within charitable, 
religious, notTor-profit and vol- 
untary organisations. 9.15 - 4pm 
at London Voluntary Resource 
Centre, Holloway Road, 

London. Details: (0208) 876 
0305 or www.suzylamlugh.org 

St Michael and All Angels 
7 July Beauty in Chants. A 
simple but powerful service 
drawing upon contemplative 
Christian chants from around 
the world, sometimes linked 
with movement. First Sunday of 
each month at St Michaels 
Amersham on the Hill. Details: 
(01494) 726 680 

* st TS 

•I J^S) irinus' Pilgrimage 

7 July From Blewbury to 
Dorchester. Picnic 12.30pm, 
leaving Churn Knob, Blewbury, 
at 1pm or Brightwell cum 
Sotwell at 3.30pm. Pilgrimage 
Procession from RC Church 
6pm, to the Abbey for Service at 
6.30pm. Barbeque, 7.15pm, 
Rectory Garden. Details: The 
Pilgrimage Office , 4 Samian 
Way, Dorchester, Oxon 0X10 
8JS . (0186S) 340044. 

Plater College 
27 July - 3 August An 

International Conference on ‘An 
Inter-faith perspective on 
Globalisation; Common Goals, 
Common Crises, Common Call 
and Common Hope.’ Details 
from Mrs Susan Leask, Plater 
College, Pullens Lane, Oxford, 
OX3 0DT. Fax: 01865 740526. 
Email s.leask@plater.ac.uk 


he September issue 


Bible Reading Fellowship 
Quiet Days 

9 July Living and Praying the 
Lord’s Prayer with Peter Graves 
at St Mary the Virgin, Newport, 
Saffron Walden, 9.45 - 4pm £15. 
Lunch included. 

10 July Reflections on the Book 
of Esther with Anne Hibbert at St 
Michael’s Conference Centre, 
Ditchingham, Norfolk, 9.45 - 
4pm £17.50. Lunch included. 

1 6 July Step into the Story with 
Sue Doggett at Stanton House, 
Oxford, 9.45 - 4pm £17.50. 
Lunch included. 

For details and booking contact 
Eithne Nutt, BRF Events, First 
Floor , Elsfield Hall, 15-17 
Elsfield Way, Oxford, OX2 8FG 
(01865)319704 

Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies , 

4 July Book Launch of ‘The 
Church as Bulwark against 
Authoritarianism by Rt Revd 
Dr Gideon Githiga. At St 
Philip’s and James Church, 
Woodstock Road, 5.45pm. An 
address will be given by Dr 
John Lonsdale 

Maranatha Weekends 
20 - 22 September 

‘Receiving the Spirit of God’ 
True and false spirituality. 
During this weekend we will 
experience healing, freedom and 
peace as we receive the Spirit of 
God anew. At Wistaston Half, 
Wistaston, Near Crewe. £75. 
Enquiries to Marie and Andrew 
Robertson, 6 Green Tree gar- 
dens, Romiley, Stockport SK6 
3JL (0161) 494 2675 
18-20 October ‘The Fire of 
the Spirit’ at Lanuah Retreat 
Centre Treskilling, Nr St 
Austell, Cornwall £80. 

Booking: Mrs Sylvia 


Tough Talk MK 

21 - 29 September A 

Mission Week in Milton 
Keynes. Tough Talk are a group 
of body builders, ex-bouncers 
and debt collectors who are 
now Christians. On the 7 July 
there will be Evening Prayer 
and Information for all local 
churches at Radcliffe School, 
Wolverton, 7pm. 

Bonhoeffer’s 

Christocentric Spirituality 

4 September An afternoon 
conversation at The Well, 
Newport Road, Willen, Milton 
Keynes 2 - 4.30pm. The speaker 
will be Dr F Burton Nelson, 
Professor at North Park 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
Booking: Alan Homer (019080 
200675, alanhomer@onetel.net.uk 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility 

Is somebody hi 
you? 

Help is at hand. Ring ui»eo 
208213 for confidential conver- 
sation or email 

socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
EucRanst; 6 pm Ev6hs6hg. 



Diocesan Prayer Diary for July and August 


If then there is any encouragement 
in Christ, any consolation from love , 
any sharing of the Spirit, any com- 
passion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, hav- 
ing the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 

Philippians 2 

Let us pray to God our Father for 

Mon 1 st Newport Deanery. For 

the continuing delivery of pastoral reor- 
ganisation. For vision arising above the 
pressing issues of repairing church 
buildings and paying parish shares. For 
effective utilisation of resources of skills 
and talents, and provision of appropri- 
ate training to enable the gospel to be 
communicated. For the area dean - 
Maurice Stanton-Saringer: synod lay 
chairman - Libby Wemyss. 

Tues 2 nd Gate, Gatehurst, 
Ravenstone, Stoke Goldington, Weston 
Underwood: clergy - Alexander 
Murdoch: LLM - Geoff Morris. 

Wed 3 rd THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
Hanslope with Castlethorpe: for the 
churchwardens during the inter-regnum: 
licensed lay minister - Eric Dodworth. 
Thurs 4 th Lamp, Emberton, 
Haversham with Little Linford, 
Tyringham with Filgrave: clergy - 
Ian Pusey, Harold Lowndes; LLMs - 
Ann Foakes, Priscilla Parry. 

Frl 5 th Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and Newton 
Blossomville: clergy - Christa Cerratti. v 
Sat 6 th Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - John 
Lewis, James Wallace; LLMs - Glynis 
Bell, Mervyn Evans, Colin Taylor. 

THE SIXTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 7 th Guilders and plumbers and 
all associated traders, especially those 
who maintain our homes and provide 
us with water, electricity and gas. 

Mon 8 th Olney: clergy - Nigel Pond, 
Val Reveley: LLM - Rena Partridge. 
Tues 9™ Sherington with 
Chicheley, North Crawley, Astwood 
and Hardmead: clergy - Maurice 
Stanton-Saringer; LLMs - John 
Fielding, Pauline Stanton-Sarirfger, 
Gerald Hill, Pam Fielding. 

Wed 10 th The n dwelling of the 
l Holv Soirit to enlighten the hearts 


Thurs II** 1 The Diocesan 
Convention at Fligh Wycombe. For 
all who will share today in worship, 
seminars and workshops. For those 
who will lead them and for our 
keynote speakers. 

Fri 12 th The Diocesan Convention 
at Fligh Wycombe. For all who will 
share today in worship, seminars and 
workshops. For those who will lead 
them and for our keynote speakers. 
Sat 13 th The Diocesan Convention 
at High Wycombe. For all who will 
share today in worship, seminars and 
workshops, For those who will lead 
them and for our keynote speakers. 

SEVENTH AFTER TRINITY - 
SEA SUNDAY 

Sun 14*" All who work in ports 
and harbours, for pilots, lifeboat 
and helicopter crews and those who 
maintain navigational aids. For 
Missions to Seafarers around the 
world. For all who care for those 
who go down to the sea in ships and 
for their families at home. 

Mon 15 th Those whose work is 
physically tough and repetitive. For 
those who are unhappy in their 
work, out of work, threatened by 
redundancy. For those who have 
lost the will to seek employment. 
Tues 16** 1 ‘Restore’: director - 
Mick Kain. For their work in Oxford 
helping people who have suffered 
from mental illness to develop skills 
and confidence to take up employ- 
ment in the wider community. 

Wed 17 th The continuing work of 
the Church Urban Fund. For those 
who minister in urban priority areas. 
Thurs 18** 1 The Board for Social 
Responsibility: chairman - Martin 
Conway, officer - Jo Saunders; sec- 
retary - Kate Hodgson. 

Fri 19 th The work of the church 
made possible by the Bishops’ 
Outreach Fund at home and overseas. 
Sat 20 th Wallingford Deanery For 
the new synod and its responsibilities, 
especially for the new pastoral commit- 
tee and its work in enabling ministry in 
the deanery. For the area dean - Edwin 
Clements: clergy - Clive Windebank: 
synod lay chairman - Graham Goy. 

aftfr trinity 


clergy - Edwin Clements, David Platt: 
LLMs - David Dendy, Jenny Loder. 
Tues 23 rd Cholsey: clergy - 
Andrew Petit. 

Wed 24 th Didcot All Saints, The 
Ladygrove Church (Group Ministry 
with Didcot St Peter): clergy - Andrew 
Coleby: licensed lay ministers - Nick 
Hards, Stuart Roberts, Allen Edwards. 
Thurs 25 th JAMES THE APOS- 
TLE Didcot St Peter (Group 
Ministry with Didcot All Saints): 
clergy - Nicholas Gandy, Josie 
Midwinter, Patricia Ann. CSMV. 

Fri 26** 1 Harwell with Chilton: cler- 
gy - Chris Stott, Rosanna Martin; 
LLMs - Robert Thomas, Steve Ward. 
Sat 27* h South Moreton with 
North Moreton, Aston Tirrold and 
Aston Upthorpe: clergy 

Christopher Walker. 

NINTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 28*" Those away from home, 
for all who travel by land or sea or 
in the air. For those who visit our 
churches, that they may find a wel- 
come.. For those whose holidays are 
not yet, or at home. 

Mon 29** 1 Streatley with Moulsford: 
clergy - Elias Polomski, John Mackney. 
Tues 30* h Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Rice, Janet 
Russell, Mark Rudall, Jim Spence; 
licensed lav minister - Jim Gray. 
Wed 31 s * Wendover Deanery For 
members elected to the new synod 
and standing committee. For the 
new clergy in the deanery, and those 
who are to be appointed in the near 
future: for the new parish develop- 
ment advisor also to be appointed. 
For the area dean in his bereavement 
- Alan Bennett: clergy - Kevan 
Royale: LLMs - Margaret Pay, 
Stephen Pay: synod lay chairman - 
James Adam and his successor. 

AUGUST 

Thurs I s * Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp: 
clergy - Alan Bennett 
Fri 2 nd Ellesborough, The Kimbles and 
Stoke Mandeville: clergy - Tony Willis. 
Sat 3 rd Great Missenden with Little 
Hampden and Ballinger: clergy - 
Donald Rydings; LLM - Patricia Neale. 


: clergy - David Burgess, Ivor Cornish, 
Gill Rowell; LLM - Avril Clark. 

Tues 6 th THE TRANSFIGURA- 
TION OF OUR LORD Little 
Missenden, Hyde Heath: the church- 
wardens during the inter-regnum; 
LLM - Garv Beynon. 

Wed 7*" Preston and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Jonathan White, 
Paul Smith, Kay Watters; LLM - 
Audrey Hewison. 

Thurs 8 th Wendover, Halton: for 
the churchwardens during the inter- 
regnum: clergy - Bernard Roberts. 

Fri 9*” Weston Turville: clergy - 
David Wales. 

Sat 10*" All those In bereavement 
who come to our churches and cre- 
matoriums. For funeral directors 
and their staff, and those who work 
in crematoriums. 

ELEVENTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun II** 1 Those who work in printing 
and publishing, including those who are 
involved in producing and distributing 
our newspapers and everything else we 
read. For our librarians, and those who 
make possible books to be read or 
heard by people who are blind. 

Mon 12 th Those who continue to 
serve the local community. For those 
who provide summer events in our 
parishes, especially for children. 
Tues 13*" All clergy and licensed 
lay ministers, and those who stand 
in for them when they are away 
with their families on holiday. 

Wed 14** 1 Our children. For Jenny 
Hyson our diocesan advisor and all 
those working with children in holi- 
day events and camps. 

Thurs 15 th THE BLESSED VIR- 
GIN MARY For all who teach and 
nurture our children in the Christian 
faith, and for those who are plan- 
ning to attend a new diocesan train- 
ing programme in the autumn. 

Frl 1 6*" Those involved in work with 
young people - for deanery youth rep- 
resentatives and full time youth work- 
ers in our deaneries. For our diocesan 
youth worker - Andrew Gear. 

Sat 17 th Those studying at Oxford 
Brooks University for a degree course 
in youth work. For all members of 
the diocesan youth work group. 


1 

relatives, neighbours and carers, and 
nurses who support them. For day 
centres and meals on wheels. 

Tues 20 th ‘Age Concern’ and for. 
those who work in nursing homes and 
in the geriatric wards of our hospitals. 
Wed 21 s * Organists, choirs and 
music groups in cathedrals and parish 
churches and those affiliated to the 
Royal School of Church Music: For the 
Oxford Harmony Trust and Wanda 
Adams assisting congregations to enjoy 
music and singing in our worship. 
Thurs 22 nd The Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Bellringers and their 
branches in our deaneries, tower 
captains and teams. 

Fri 23rd Sidesmen and women, wel- 
comes; verges and sacristans, flower 
arrangers and church cleanes. For those 
who maintain churchyards and cemeter- 
ies. For all who prepare our churches for 
worship throughout the year. 

Sat 24 th BARTHOLOMEW THE 
APOSTLE Those who have volun- 
teered to take office not only in our 
churches, but also in the communi- 
ties in which we are called to serve, 
where there are caring organisations 
that bring people together in so 
many different ways. 


TENTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 25 th Those who work in local 
government, especially those who pro- 
vide our local services, and plan what 
should be budgetted for in local taxes. 
Mon 26** 1 Wantage Deanery For the 
C.E. primary school in Wantage parish 
preparing to move into new buildings 
and for the project for a community 
centre. For the renewal of ministry 
team, and expanding youth work in 
Grove parish, and dealing with the 
problems of medieval buildings. For 
the area dean - John Salter: LLMS - 
Sue Sowden, Elizabeth Ann CSMV: 
syftod lay chairman - Nigel Baring. 
Tues 27*" Grqve: clergy - John 
Robertson, Margot Hodson: Youth 
worker - Rob Foster. 

Wed 28 th Hanney, Denchworth and 
East Challow: clergy - Anthony Hogg. 
Thurs 29** 1 Ridgeway: Childrey, West 
Challow, Letcombe Bassett, Letcombe 
Regis, Sparsholt, Kingston Lisle Chapel; 
clergy - Alan Wadge, Adrian 
Hopwood; LLM - Herbert Dallyn. 



UX3 UD1. tax: U18 65 / 403 16. 
Email s.leask@plater.ac.uk 


The S eptember issue 

of Q9333I 

will be ready for 
collection on 
22 August 


the Spirit’ at Lanuah Retreat 
Centre Treskilling, Nr St 
Austell, Cornwall £80. 

Booking: Mrs Sylvia 
Middlemist, 26 Lockside, 
Marpel, Cheshire SK6 6BN 
(0161)427 3260. 

The Maranatha Community is a 
movement of Christians in all 
churches committed to unity, 
healing and renewal. 


Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon} 11.15am Sung 
EucRarist; 6 pm Eveiisong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Hoiy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


jiamuii-jai i 


Fielding, Pauline Stgnton-Saringer, 
Gerald Hill, Pam Fielding. 

Wed 10 th The in dwelling of the 
Holy Spirit to enlighten the hearts 
and minds of all who are preparing to 
launch the Diocesan Conference at 
High Wycombe. That it’s planning 
and organisation may yield a rich har- 
vest and a new vision 
for God’s Church in the 
world around us. 




tne deanery, ror me area dean - cxiwin 
Clements: clergy - Clive Windebank: 
synod lay chairman - Graham Goy. 

EIGHTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 21 s * Those who maintain our 
sewers, and refuse collectors who take 
away our rubbish and keep our streets 
clean and healthy, and maintain sites 
for material that can be re-cycled. 

Mon 22 nd MARY MAGDALENE 
Blewbury, Hagbourne and Upton: 


Sat 3"* Great Missenden with Little 
Hampden and Ballinger: clergy - 
Donald Rydings; LLM - Patricia Neale. 


TENTH AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 4*" Those who work in travel 
and tourism, particularly those who 
serve us when we are fortunate to be 
away on holiday. 

Mon 5** 1 Hawbridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards: The Lee 


Brooks University for a degree course 
in youth work. For all members of 
the diocesan youth work group. 

TWELFTH AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 18 th Those who work for 
charities, both employees and volun- 
teers including social services and the 
organisations that help local people. 
Mon 19 th The elderly and infirm 
people living in our parishes. For 


Challow, Letcombe Bassett, Letcombe ■ 
Regis, Sparsholt, Kingston Lisle Chapel; I 
clergy - Alan Wadge, Adrian I 
Hopwood; LLM - Herbert Dallyn. | 
Fri 30** 1 Wantage, Charlton Chapel: | 
clergy - John Salter, James Wilkinson: | 
parish sister - Barbara Noreen CSMV. . 
Sat 31 s * Wantage Downs: East 
Hendred, West Hendred, Ardington, ~ 
Lockinge: clergy - Ernest Adley, ■ 
Jean Page. 
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What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the September DoorPost, send details in writing to the 


JULY 

MON 1 BANBURY All That I 
Am’, a video prepared for Years 5 
and 6 at Banbury Baptist Church 
Centre for Banbury Life Group, The 
Horsefair, Banbury, 7.30pm. 

TUES 2 OXFORD Revd Dr John 
Stott on The Cross and the 
Revelation of God, 8pm St Aldates. 
THURS 4 OXFORD Dr Peter 
Okaalet on The Aids Crisis in 
Africa, 8pm St Aldates. 

SAT-6 EASTHAMPSTEAD Purple 
and Gold Fete at St Michael’s C of E 
Primary School, Easthampstead 
school field. Children’s entertainer, 
bouncy castle, beer tent, barbeque 
and much more, 1pm - 5pm. 

SAT 6 SILCHESTER Concert by 
the New Elizabethan Singers, St 
Mary’s, 7.30pm, 0118 970 0825. 
SAT 6 HIGH WYCOMBE 
jubilee Summer Fayre at SS Mary 
and George’s Church, 2pm. At All 
Saints Church there is a Teddy 
Bear Jump and Fete from 9 - 3pm. 
Details: (01753) 541340 
SAT 6 CAVERSHAM Reading 
Haydn Choir presents ‘Around the 
World in 80 minutes’ at Caversham 
Heights Methodist Church. Tickets 
and details: (0118) 986 8207 
SAT 6 MILTON KEYNES 
National Deaf Church Conference, 
35th Anniversary Choir and 
Drama Festival ‘Celebration and 
Thanksgiving at Christ the 
Cornerstone, 1.30pm, all welcome. 
SAT 6-7 HAWBRIDGE 
Patronal Festival, St Mary’s will be 
open 10.30 - 5.30pm; flower festi- 
val and refreshments. 

SAT 6-7 FREELAND Flower 
Festival at St Mary’s Church, 10am 
- 6pm and 12 - 6pm on Sunday. 


Downland Festival of Faith 
20 July - 5 August 

Sat 20 Leckhampstead Feast, 1 - 
5pm (01488) 63822, Sun 21 Animal 
Service - bring an animal, 9.30am 
Chaddleworth Village Hall (01488) 
638566, Sun 21 Picnic at Chapel 
Farm, 4.30pm (01635) 248351 6pm 
Barn Service., Tues 23 Canal Trip 
Hungerford Wharf, £5 (01635) 
248842, Wed 24 Coffee Morning 
and Exhibition at Beedon Church 
10.30 - 12noon., Thurs 25 Healing 
Service at Chieveley Church, (01635) 
248341, Sat 27 Bell Ringing and 
Cream Teas at Peasemore Church, 
Edge Green (01635) 247890 7.30 - 
10pm Betjeman Evening Farnborough 
Church, £10 from A Jenkinson, Sprules 
Cottage, Farnborough OX12 8NX 
Sun 28 From 11am Churches Quiz 
Trail (Quiz available at all Churches), 
(01635) 281625, 3-5.30pm, teas at 
West Ilsley Church, 6pm Songs of 
Praise at Winterborne Church, Tues 
30 Hardy Evening, 7 - 9pm at Fawley 
Church, Thurs 1 Pottery Exhibition 
at Oare Church, 10.30 - 5pm, 2.30 - 
5pm Cream teas, Sat 3 Cream Teas 
at Brightwalton Church, Sat 3 - Mon 
5 Flower Festival, Exhibition, Craft: and 
Produce Stalls at Chieveley Church 
(01635) 248324, Sun 4 Celebration of 
Faith at Chieveley Church, 6.30pm. For 
further information on the Downland 
Festival of -Faith contact the Revd 
Antonia Cretney (01635) 248925 

SAT 6-7 READING Golden 
Jubilee Flower Festival at St 
George’s Church, 10 - 5pm Sat, 2 - 
5pm Sun. Details: (0118) 9420629 
SAT 6 - 7 WOOTTON-by-WOOD- 
STOCK Flower Festival Weekend, with 
Summer Fete at the village school (2- 
3.30pm). Songs of Praise at Wootton 


church, Sunday 6pm. 

SAT 6 - 7 GORING-on- 

THAMES Patronal Festival at St 
Thomas of Canterbury, displays, 
kneeler workshop and Choral 
Evensong. Details: (01491) 681819 
SUN 7 BINFIELD ‘Jubilate’ Flower 
Festival at All Saints Church, 2 - 
6.30pm followed by a service. 
Details: (01344)411267 
SUN 7 LETCOMBE REGIS 
Gardens Open in aid of St Andrews 
church, 2 - 6pm, entry to 12 gardens 
£3.50. 

SUN 7 WOKINGHAM All Saints’ 
Church have several open gardens 
from 2-5pm. Tickets from the 
Rectory Open Garden or parish 
beforehand - £5. Details: (0118) 
9792797 

TUES 9 WITNEY St Luke Concert 
Handbell Choir from the USA at St 
Mary’s Church, 7.30pm. 

WED 10 DEDDINGTON St Luke 
Concert Handbell Choir from the USA 
at SS Peter and Paul’s Church, 7.30pm. 
FRI 12 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 

‘A taste of France’ recital by Frances 
and Martin Jones at All Saints’ 
Church, 8pm. Details: (0118) 9722844 

FRI 12 BLETCHINGTON A talk 
with slides on Christopher Wren at 
St Giles’ at 7.30pm by Adrian 
Tinniswood. Tickets £10, (01869) 
350491 

FRI 12 - 14 LAVENDON Church 
Arts Festival, 200 original pictures on 
exhibition and for sale, cream teas 
and concert by Masquerade on Sat 
7.30pm. Tickets: (01234) 712743 
SAT 13 CHARNEY BASSETT 
Church Fete, Chamey Manor, 2pm, 
with Silver Band. 01235 868788 
SAT 13 SULHAMSTEAD Church 
Fete at Hannington’s Field, Island 


Farm Road, Ufton Nervet, 2 - 5pm. 
Entertainment and stalls. Details: 
(0118)9832140 

SAT 13 SPEEN Open Day at St 
Mary the Virgin, Newbury, from 
10.30 - 4pm. Blessing of Our Lady’s 
Well at 6pm, followed by BBQ in the 
churchyard. Details (01635) 868190 
SAT 13-14 SANDFORD-on- 
THAMES Flower Festival and fete at St 
Andrew’s Church, Sat 10 - 6pm, Sun 1 1 
-6pm. Details: (01865) 777900 
SAT 13 ASCOTT-under-WYCH- 
WOOD Church Fete on The Green, 
2pm, with Morris Dancers, Bouncy 
Castle and Plant sale. 

SUN 14 OXFORD Coronation Music 
from Elizabeth I to Elizabeth II at Christ 
Church Cathedral 8pm, tickets £10 
SUN 14 BURNHAM Lord 
Burnham’s Consort 8pm, part of a pro- 
gramme of events celebrating 800 years 
at St Peter’s. Details: (01628) 664338 
SUN 14 CROWTHORNE St Luke 
Concert Handbell Choir from the 
USA at St John’s Church, 7.30pm. 
FRI 19 OLD MARSTON The 
Johannesburg Earth Summit - a criti- 
cal preview’. The Revd Dr David 
Gosling, USPG Environment Advisor, 
7.30pm, St Nicholas Church Hall. 
Details: (01235) 751518 
SAT 20 GREAT MILTON Festival 
Evening with the City of Gloucester 
Salvation Army Band at St Mary’s 
Church. Details: (01844) 279498 
SAT 20 NEWTON PURCELL 
Summer Fete and Tennis Tournament. 
Details: (01280) 848680 
SAT 20 ASTON ABfeOTTS 
Festival at 2pm, floral displays in St 
James Church. 

SUN 21 ASTON ABBOTTS 

Crafts in St James Church, 2-5pm, 
Songs of Praise 6pm. 


SUN 21 GORING Ecumenical 
healing service of prayer with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Goring 
Free Church, Manor Rd, 6.30pm. 
SAT 20 - 21 MORTIMER WEST 
END Festival Weekend at St Saviours 
Church. Exhibition of 50’s memora- 
bilia, Songs of Praise in ampitheatre. 
Details: 01189 700028/332610 
SAT 20 - 22 WOODSTOCK 
Flower Festival at St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Sat 10 - 12.30pm, 2 - 6pm, 
Sun 1 - 5pm, Evensong 6pm. Mon 10 
- 5pm. Details (01993) 812639 
FRI 26 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am 
Details: (01491)571231 
SAT 27-28 HUGHENDEN Flower 
Festival of anniversaries at St Michael 
6c All Angels, Hughenden Park. 

AUGUST 

FRI 23 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley, near Henley) Healing 
Service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am Details: (01491) 571231 
SAT 24 - 26 FLAUNDEN 
Flower Festival at St mary 
Magdalene, 10 - 5pm, cream teas 
Details: (01442) 833284 
SUN 25-1 SEPT ‘Jigsaw Jubilee 
Holiday Club for 5-1 Is run by 
Churches Together in Amersham at 
Dr Challoners Grammar School. 
Details: (08707) 442614 

http://amersham.jigsawjubilee.org.uk 
MON 26 HAWBRIDGE Joint 
Churches Fete. 

SAT 31 DUNSDEN (between 
Henley and Reading) Church Fete 
at Village Hall, stalls, sideshows 
and cream teas, 2.15pm. 


Church Summer Food Guide 


Aylesbury The Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, Coffee 
Shop open 10-12 noon every 
Thursday, and the First Saturday 
in the month. All proceeds go to 
TearFund 

Bourne End St Nicholas’ 

Hedsor is open on Sunday after- 
noons until the end of August, 
2.30 - 4.30, tea is served. 

Details: 01628 530181 
Blewbury St Michael’s, Sunday 
afternoons, 3 - 5pm until the end 
of September. 01235 851022 
Bloxham Afternoon Teas at St 
Mary’s Parish Rooms, 3 - 5pm, 
£2.50 (£1 children) Details: 

01295 720948 

Dorchester Abbey Tea Room 
(located in the Abbey House next 
to the museum) is open Satur- 
days, Sundays, Bank Holiday 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays until September 29. 
Open 3 - 5pm. Details: Mrs 
Margot Metcalfe 01865 340054 
Ellesborough St Peter and St Paul, 
open every Sunday from 2 - 5.30pm 
until the first Sunday in September. 
Details: 01844 343897 
Grove Cornerstone Coffee Shop, 
Mon-Sat 10 - 4pm, coffee, lunch- 
es, teas. Details: 01235 772280 
Great Missenden SS Peter and 
Paul offers cream teas every 
Sunday until 29 Sept, 3 - 5pm. 
Details: 01494 863476 
Hughenden Cream Teas at 
Church House every Sunday and 
Bank Holiday Monday until the 
end of October, 2.15 - 5.30pm. 
Mid-week teas for groups can be 


booked with Judy Dauncey 
(01494) 562972 
Hurley The Priory Room, 

Cream Teas available from 2.30 

- 5.30pm. 01628 822032 
Milton Keynes Cornerstone 
Pantry all year except Christmas 
to New Year and Bank Holidays. 
Mon - Fri, 10 - 4pm. Sat 10 - 
2.30pm, homemade snakes and 
meals 01908 237777 
Maidenhead St Mary’s Church 
(in the High Street) Coffee Break 
every Thursday, 9.30 - 12noon. 
Coffee and tea with homemade 
cakes. Details: 01628 522456 
Oxford University Church 
Convocation Coffee Shop, High 
St, Mon - Sat 10 - 6pm, Sun 10 - 
5pm, homemade lunches, cakes, 
cream teas. Tower open, gifts, 
books cards. Details: 01865 
279112 

Reading The Link Coffee Shop 
(Churches Together in Tilehurst) 
opposite the Co-op. Open 10 - 
4pm Monday - Friday, 10 - 2pm 
Saturdays. Closed from 19 - 31st 
August. Details: 0118 945 1401. 
Wingrave Cream Teas served at 
Wingrave Church every Sunday 
from June - August from 3 - 
6pm. Details: 01296 681250 
Windsor Refreshments every 
Saturday from 10.30am - 
4.30pm at the Parish Church 
May to September. Ploughman’s 
lunches available from 12 - 2pm. 
Details: 01753 866398 
Wheatley St Mary the Virgin, 
church open on Saturdays from 10 

- 12noon, refreshments available. 


Notices 


Secretary for Mothers’ 
Union 

The Oxford Diocese Mothers’ 
Union require a Membership 
Services Secretary, 10-12 hours 
per week. Working from Oxford 
initially. Details and application 
form from The Mothers’ Union 
Office, The Priory Room, Christ 
Church, Oxford, OX1 1DP 

Attention all Churches! 

Is there a member of your con- 
gregation by the name of Mrs 
Lesley W Bishop? If not, do 
any of you know of a friend, 
neighbour, relative or co-work- 
er by that name? 

If so please contact Eric S 
Engstrom, 6216 Beachcomber 
Drive, Long Beach, CA 90803, USA 
or 001 - 562 430 9430 


Bike Ride in your diary? 



The Historic 
Churches Trusts’ 
2002 charity bike 
ride is on 14 
September. In 
2001 a record £100,000 was raised 
in Oxfordshire alone for church 
enabling St Mary’s, Banbury for 
instance to receive a substantial 
grant from the Trust for the 
reguilding of the scrolls. 

If you would I ike to be part of the 
bike ride (you can also, walk, run etc) 
contact Paul Everitt 01628 667646 
for Bucks, Mrs D Barnes-Phillips 
0118 987 2017 (Berks), and George 
Russell 01235 203357 (Oxon). 



The DoorPost is a supplement to The Door is published ten 
The Door and is published by times a year (not August 

Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 
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Board of Stewardship Training, Evangelism and Ministry 


Training Courses for OLM Ordinands, LLM Candidates and 
other interested learners Autumn Term 2002 


Bible - Old Testament, 

Tuesdays at Wing Village Hall, 
starting 24 Sept, Wednesdays at 
Diocesan Church House, 

Oxford, starting 2 Oct, 

Thursdays at St Peter’s Church 
Earley, starting 19 Sept 
Tutors: The Revd Peter 

Ballantine, Director of Milton 
Keynes Training Commission and 
leader of Wing course; The Revd 
Dr Keith Gruneberg Curate of 
Pangboume, Tidmarsh and Sulham 
leading the Oxford course. 

The Revd Graham Hamborg , 
Vicar of Ruscombe St james and 
Twyford St Mary's leading the 
Earley course. 

Time: 7.15 - 9.30pm, cost: £15.00. 

Eucharist 

Tuesdays at the Winslow Centre, 
from 12 Nov, Wednesdays at 


Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 
from 13 Nov,. Thursdays at 
Wroxton Primary School, Banbury, 
from 21 Nov, Saturdays at St 
Peter’s Centre, Ivei; two days 10 - 
4pm , 26 Oct and 23 Nov. 

Tutors: The Revd Phillip Tovey, 

Training Officer for the Oxford 
Diocese leading the Winslow 
course and the Iver course on 23 
Nov. The Revd Elaine Bardwell \ 
Vicar at new Marston leading the 
Oxford course. The Revd Beren 
Hartless , OLM Principal leading 
the Wroxton course and the Iver 
course on 26 Oct and 23 Nov. 

The Revd Roger James, Director 
Cotteslow Christian Training 
Programme leading the Iver course 
on 26 Nov. 

Time: 7.15 - 9.30pm, cost: £15.00. 


Training Courses for all interest- 
ed in learning from any denom- 
ination. 

19 Sept. Managing your 
Learning, Church House, 
Oxford 7.30 - 9.30pm, £6. 

For people doing Portfolio who 
need help to plan their learning over 
a number of years. Tutor: The Revd 
Phillip Tovey . 

23 Nov. Pastoral Healing 

Day at All Saints, Dedworth, 10 
- 4pm, £15. This course aims to 
promote the healing ministry by 
looking at ways to encourage its 
evolving in your church. Tutor: 
The Revd Phillip Tovey. 

30 Nov Ministry in the 
Workplace at Church House, 
Oxford, 10 - 4pm. This day looks 
at relating faith and work, cover- 
ing the theology of ministry at 
work. Tutor: The Revd Nick 
Parish. 

Details: phillip.tovey@virgin.net 


Board of Social Responsibility 

Facilitating Teenage Parenting Courses 

on Saturday 28 September 

Led by Rosie Hill at Church House, Oxford 10 to 
3.30pm. Rosie has worked with parents since 1994, 
running parenting groups through Community 
Education and privately. The day will be interactive 
with opportunities for discussion, plus videos and 
handouts. Cost: £10 


Pride or Prejudice, 
on Saturday 14 September 

A day school to consider political and personal 
attitudes to the stranger and the refugee, St 
Columba’s United Reformed Church, Alfred 
Street, Oxford, 10 - 4pm. The day is under the 
auspices of Asylum Welcome, Churches Together 
in Oxfordshire, the Diocese of Oxford and the 
Wessex Synod of the United Reformed Church. 


Details: Kate Hodgson, BSR Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 01865 208213. 


of fa house 

Coventry Diocesan Retreat & Conference Centre, 
Offchurch, Leamington Spa CV33 9AS 

Programme until December 2002. 

AUGUST 

Friday 2nd Quiet Day: 'Walking and Praying 1 

ways of praying and meditating, in the garden, or any where 
with Rev. Andrew De Smet - £11. 00 
Sunday 18th Sunday Afternoon Focus 
'Imagine that!' with Tina Lamb - £9.00 
Thursday 22nd - Thursday 29th CALM 
Painting, Poetry & Prayer Retreat' 
with Ann Parker, Veronica Boorman and 
Rev. Richard Caink - £247 
SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 8th Sunday Afternoon Focus 'Lost and Found' 

reflections on the parable of the Prodigal son with Rev. 
Andrew De Smet - £9.00 
Monday 30th Holistic Therapies Taster Day 
with Bernadette Hynes SP 8 team - £20.00 

OCTOBER 

Friday 1 1 th Quiet Day Waiting and Listening' 
with Rev. Andrew De Smet - £11. 00 
Friday 25th Creative Spirituality: 'Poetry and Prayer' 
day with Dr. Sara Serpel - £12.00 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday 2nd 'Tasting the Quiet' 
a quiet day for beginners 
with Tina Lamb 8 Joanne Adams - £11.00 
Friday 22nd 'Endings & beginnings: a candle making 
workshop with prayer & reflection' 
with Maureen Marston SP £20.00 
Monday 25th - Friday 29th Clergy Pre-Advent Retreat 'In 
the image of Cod' with Rev. Andrew De Smet - £130.25 
DECEMBER 

Friday 6th - Sunday 8th Advent Retreat Praying the Jesus 
Prayer, an approach to Contemplative Prayer.' 

with Bishop Simon Barrington-Ward - £73.00 
Tuesday 17th Quiet Day Word in Picture' 

preparing for Christmas using art on Advent/Christmas 
themes. With Rev. Andrew De Smet - £11.00 
Enquiries about private retreats with or without individual 
direction are warmly welcomed. 

Phone: 01926 423309 for further details 

Visit our website for more details about the 
House and events: 

www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 
Email: offahouse@btconnect.com 

... a LJ - 


MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 472S 


Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 


OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

Tel: 01227 830344 


FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(01234) 325531 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 


J. 


THE 

EXCEL 

PHENOMENON 

of the '90's in the U.S.A. 
and Canada is set to be 
repeated in the U.K. 

If you understand the 
significance of getting 
in at the beginning 
call Bruce on: 

01189 289158 or 
01722 742075 

'Opportunities such as 
» *tbis are fane indeed'* < 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 


Spectacular spacious 
chalet available 
1 week beginning 
Sat 14th Sept, sleeps 8. 
Golf, fishing, waterskHng. 

£495 

Tel: 0779 9892677 

MOJACAR - 
COSTA DEL SOL 
SPAIN 

Spacious 2 bed apartment to rent, 
sleeps 4/6, 2 bathrooms, beautiful 
location of La Parata, owner cannot 
use this year, 12th to 26th Sept. 
£200 per week. 

Fleet (01252) 677780 
or 07771 923293 

BEPTON - MIDHliRST 

Garden Fiat for 2 in beautiful 
rural setting, overlooking the 
South Downs, north of 
Chichester. 

Over 50’s preferred. 

Non Smokers Only 
From £150 p.w. 
September/October Discounts 
Tel: 01730 812351 


1 Advertisement 

Beechwood Court 


Beechwood Court in Conwy, North 
Wales is one of those secret places 
that everyone talks about. 

It was built for an Oldham businessman and it 
has not always had reputable owners. One 
owner used it as an entertainment base in his 
attempt to offload a local lead mine as a silver 
mine 

Now Beechwood Court has a more 
honourable 
purpose and is 
a hotel run by 
Christian 
Endeavour 
Holiday Centres 
Ltd, whose 
charitable aim is 
to support 'The 
Church" and aid 
the spread of the 
Christian Gospel by 
providing low cost 
accommodation. 

Our welcome is 
extended to 
everyone. The house 
is hidden in nine 
acres of mainly 
deciduous trees and nestles on the lower 
slopes of Conwy Mountain with a magnificent 
viewpoint that overlooks the Conwy estuary. 
Daffodils and bluebells carpet the wood in the 
spring and the Rhododendrons bring colour in 
the early summer. The seclusion affords peace 
and privacy encouraging rest, relaxation, 
renewal, and relative safety for young people. 
The welcome, service and delicious home-style 
fare are designed to remove all the daily 
concerns and allow visitors to concentrate on 
the purpose of their visit. 

Most guests come for a holiday and are spoiled 


for choice with so many interesting things to do 
in and around Conwy. There is the Castle and 
Town Walls, an Elizabethan Mansion house, a 
Medieval Merchants House, "The Smallest 
House", Teapot Museum. Butterfly Jungle, and 
The Harbor Aquarium are all to be found in the 
town. Our back gate accesses Conwy Mountain 
- part of the Snowdon National Park. Going 
further abroad the 
attractions range 
from narrow gauge 
railways to National 
I Trust properties, 
slate mines to 'The 
Electric 
* Mountain", 
beaches to a ski 
slope, horse 
riding to 
mountain 
climbing, farms 
for visitors and 
a Sea Zoo, in 
fact something 
for everyone. 
Churches and 
organizations find the 
facilities althe centre excellent for meetings, 
conferences, study and prayer time. Our mid- 
week breaks are very popular and sectors of 
the community have found an "out of season" 
breaks a blessing. The centre is open all year 
and hosts a number of events ranging from an 
Evangelism Course to a week when artist come 
to paint local views. 

You can obtain more information by using our 
web site beechwoodcourt.com or for those 
using more traditional methods of 
communication write to "The Manager" at 
Beechwood Court, Mountain Road, Conwy 
LL32 8PY or Telephone 01492 593405. 












Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room • Fully fitted 
kitchen ‘Twin bedded room with en-suite bathroom 
•Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom • One twin bedded 
room • Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine • Steps to roof terrace 

rhe villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, c 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 

Competitive prices according to season 

~ | Please call yjv •. IKST’ 

agB8( . ^ I Ian or Judith 

p=i • ?Ji Carter . V * 

a * .4 01372 378270 fc. 

for further |%Opfl|^ 
I information or 

. reservations ' ' 
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Luxury 3 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 6. Three golf courses 
and magnificent tennis centre, 
half price golf and tennis. 
Olympic size swimming pool 
on complex. 

Late bookings available 
■Mo frill! ^)(Ql(Ql 


Websitewww.lamangolfhotidays.co.uk, 


SHROPSHIRE 

STIEITON HlllS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


STUDLAND BAY 

DORSET 


[grwrtnq 

Christian Guest House 

Boskerrls Road, Carbis Bay 
ST. IVES, Cornwall TR26 2NG 
Tony and Sandra Seymour 

01736 795967 

Beautifully situated overlooking St. 
Ives Bay. Comfortably furnished 
with some en-suite rooms. Choice 
of menu. Open most of the year. 
Non-smoking. 

Full colour brochure available 


Tel: 01929 450224 for Brochure Today 


CORNWALL 

Line Country Huso Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident 
pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. 

Penventon Hotel AA*^^ 

Tel: Redruth 
01209 203000 


RIBBLI VALLEY 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 

Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


LOIRE VALLEY 

House with large garden in 
Medieval town Montreuil - 
Bellay. Overlooks river Thouet 
6» Chateau. Fully equipped, 
sleeps 4-6. 

From £250 per week. 
Contact: N Denton 

Tel: 01494 799958 


LMZAROTE 

Affordable Luxury Family 
Villa in Playa Blanca 

All home comforts & 
holiday facilities. 

All dates available. 

Phone: 01454 260619 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


LAKE DISTRICT 

En-suite B&B in old 
farmhouse. 

Quiet location midway 
between Keswick & M6 
motorway. 

For brochure please call : 

017684 83233 

or email: 

greenahcrag@lineone.net 


“The Little Switzerland 
of England” is the name given to the 
area of Lynton & Lynmouth by the 
Victorians - it is easy to understand 
why! 

Sitting on the edge of Advertisement 

Exmoor where the rolling L: .1 

moorland changes dramatically to wooded 
valleys which drop to the East & West Lyn 
rivers, fed by streams from Exmoor, the rivers 
converge at Lynmouth close to the tiny harbour 
with its cluster of white washed thatched 
cottages, hotels and shops. 

Lynmouth’s sister village Lynton can be 
reached by road, a lovely zig zag path or the 
famous Victorian water powered lift. Visit the 
Lynton museum, located in St Vincents 
cottage, housing a collection of curiosities, 
memorabilia and local historical items. Browse 
around the shops in the pretty streets where 
you will be sure to find a special gift or holiday 
keepsake. 

There are a variety of walks and trails where 
you can sample fabulous views or sit and bask 
in the sunshine. A wide variety of refreshments 
can be sampled at the many tea shops, 
restaurants and pubs offering either gourmet 
dining or just a light snack. 


FLORIDA 

Stunning 3 & 4 bedroom Villas 
sleeps 10. 3 bathrooms, lounge 
and family room. Superb location 
close to Disney and quality golf 
courses from £435. 

Also large 3 bed villa sleeps 8. 
Most dates available. From £375. 
Both villas have large pools with 
covered patio area. 

Tel: 01329 237090 
www.fordOl .freeserve.co.uk 


ORLANDO 

Florida 


Close to Disney. 

4 bed luxury villa 
with pool. Sleeps 10. 

New 2001 

023 92 639 638 

www.sunshine-magic.co.uk 


ATLANTIC VIEW HOTEL 

Treknow - Tiniagel 

Superb cliff-top position on path for 
beautiful beach. In the heart of King 
Arthur country. All rooms en-suite, 
colour TV's, sea or country views, 
some four-poster beds. 
Excellent home cooked food, cosy 
licensed bar. Heated indoor 
(April-October) swimming pool 

Tel: 01840 770221 

www.holidayscomwall.com 


Dart Valley Cottages 

Location River Dart 
Glorious Views 
Wonderful Walks 
Pets Welcome 

Tel: 01803 722561 

www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk 


For your property in France 

homesJrance 






Pax Travel 


Pilgrimage holiday to 

Andalucia 
Bristol Flights 

10th - 19th September 2002 

Only £699 

Seville - Cordoba - Granada 


Harbourside Cottage 
Available All Year 


WWW. emara . com 

Irish based gateway to Islands 
and Coastal Communities, 
International Links page, News, 
Discussion Forum. Shop: 
with one secure payment: 

Buy quality goods! 

Book a holiday! 

Try courses!! 

Tel: 00353 (0) 2839126 

email: ed@emara.com 


Country Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea, sleeps 2-10. 

Tel: 0143/ 710492 

www.cuffernmanor.co.uk 


CURNWAU 

Perranporth 

Bayview Luxury Caravans 
Full equipped. Free 
Gas/Elec. Superb Views 
overlooking beach. 
Close to shops etc. 

Tel: 01872 572156 


BARBADOS 

ST.JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


Hem 


Sundowner 


Holid 


Pa 


Chalet sleeps 6, d/glazed, 
bath/shower, fridge, 
cooker, microwave, TV. 

Bed linen provided. 
Available May - Oct. 
On-siie amusements, golf, 
swimming pool, club & 
shop. Close to beach. 

For details Tel: 


(01603) 471966 -weekdays 
(07740) 776020 -weekends 


Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park 
Saundersfoot 

Claremont Hotel 

3 nights Bed & Hearty 
Breakfast £75pp. En-suite 
rooms with sea view 
available, families welcome, 
ample car parking, 250 mtrs 
to beach, harbour & village. 
Lovely coastal walks. 
Close to cycle route. 

Id: 11134 113231 


Plas Dolau 

Aberystwyth 

Phone: 01970 617834 


With seaside holiday in Almunecar 


Wide selection of other pilgrimages 
for groups and individuals 

152-156 Kentish Town Rd, LONDON NW1 9QB 

Tel: 020 7485 3003 

Email: info@paxtravel.co.uk 


» Friendly country mansion and 
luxury Scandinavian farm 
guesthouse in 22 acres 

* Comfortable double and 
family rooms (some en-suite), 
dormitories for up to 40 

► Central heating, lounges, 
meetings & games rooms, 
videos, pianos 

Email: pat.twigg@virgin.net 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

E mail: ap rilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
wnw.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


CHURCH GRANGE GUEST HOUSE 

Bradley in the Moors, Alton, 
Staffordshire ST10 4DF 

Tel: 01889 507525 Fax: 01889 690399 
A c c o mmo dation 
3 Family Rooms All Rooms Include 1 

(2 En-suite, 1 Private Bathroom) Colour T.V. 

1 Double Room Light Refreshments 

Residents I^ounge Tea & Coffee 

Ample Car Park 
Full English Breakfast 


ATLANTIS HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B from £15 pppn. 

Lots of cliff walks & beautiful scenery. No children. 
Pets by arrangement. Open all year. Full English Breakfast. 
Vegetarians catered for. Tel for brochure: 

01271 862405 


Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside 
house in a charming village near 
Saumur is simply furnished, but 
comfortable. You can fish from the 
garden and good food, swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are 
close at hand. It is available from May to October inclusive 
and sleeps six plus. £150 to £250 per week but reductions 
are possible especially for those in ministry. 

Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 07976 438336 day. 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

Only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
Only £124.95 per couple Worldwide 

For anyone upto 75 years of age. Rjjgi 

2 weeks Europe £18.95 per person (No age limit) |j||| 
Call For Details 1® 


mtm 


0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 


Pond Cottages 
Vale of York 

Enjoy the peace of this farming village 
within easy reach of York, the coast, 
moors and wolds. 

Two fully equipped 2 bedroom cottages, 
overlooking fields. 

'Starter Pack' of groceries and a meal 
on arrival are offered. 

Phone: Sue Smith 01757 288080 
or e-mail: g.smith@virgin.net 


Beechfield House 

Hotel & Restaurant 
A Comfortable Victorian Coentry House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 

Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

I mile away from the National Trust village of Lacock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Email: csm @ beechfieldhouse. co. uk 

Beechfield House, Beanacne, Nr Melksham, Wilts SN12 7PU 


GROUP TRAVEL SERVICE 
FOR CHRISTIANS - UK 8 WORLDWIDE 

Tours tailor-made with your budget and 
itinerary in mind 

Ask about our Celtic Tour and In the Footsteps of Paul 

and others 

Contact: Wendy Billington, 

Specialist in Christian Group Travel 

BILLINGTON 

TRAVEL v> 

White Hart Parade, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 3 2BJ 

Tel: 01732 460666 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


Holiday at 

BEECHWOOD COURT 

Mountain Road CONWY 
North Wales LL32 8PY 
01492 593405 




Friendly Christian Atmosphere 
Full/Half board - some En-suite 
Reasonable charges - no pets 
Parking - Children's play facilities 
All welcome - Good Food. 

beechwoodcourt.com 

(Centre run by Christian Endeavour Holiday 
Centres Ltd Registered Charity No.1 039170) 


CJn s earck of Father Christmas 

Fully inclusive tours from 
local airports / to 5 day 
tours NoV - bee - Jan . 
magical illusions , 
miniature elf Workshop, etc 
Accommodation in Log 
Cabins and Hotels 

. ABTA V6364 ATOL 739 
C'[ Website: www.santa-holidays.com 

Canterbury Travel 01923 822388 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ 

Les Routiers Corps d'elite Wine 
Award and 2001 Cuisine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 

Spring & Autumn Special Rates 


v 
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01492 593405 


v: : 


Luxury 3 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 6. Three golf courses 
and magnificent tennis centre, 
half price golf and tennis. 
Olympic size swimming pool 
on complex. 

Late bookings available 

.5jfe\f|o ^(61(61 


Websitewww.lam3ng0lfl10lidays.c0.uk. 


SHROPSHIRE 

SIIETIIIN Hills 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


STUDLAND BAY 

DORSET 


[grwrinq 

Christian Guest House 

Boskerrls Road, Carbis Bay 
ST. IVES, Cornwall TR26 2NG 
Tony and Sandra Seymour 

01736 795967 

Beautifully situated overlooking St. 
Ives Bay. Comfortably furnished 
with some en-suite rooms. Choice 
of menu. Open most of the year. 
Non-smoking. 

Full colour brochure available 


Tel: 01929 450224 Tor Brochure Today 


ALGARVE 


Tel: 02380 265683 


“The Little Switzerland 
of England” is the name given to the 
area of Lynton & Lynmouth by the 
Victorians - it is easy to understand 
why! 

Sitting on the edge of 
Exmoor where the rolling 


Advertisement 

Feature 


FLORIDA 

Stunning 3 & 4 bedroom Villas 
sleeps 10. 3 bathrooms, lounge 
and family room. Superb location 
close to Disney and quality golf 
courses from £435. 

Also large 3 bed villa sleeps 8. 
Most dates available. From £375. 
Both villas have large pools with 
covered patio area. 

Tel: 01329 237090 
www.fordOl .freeserve.co.uk 


ORLANPO 

Florida 


Close to Disney. 

4 bed luxury villa 
with pool. Sleeps 10. 

New 2001 

023 92 639 638 

www.sunshine-magic.co.uk 


ATLANTIC VIEW HOTEL 
Treknow - Tintagel 

Superb cliff-top position on path for 
beautiful beach. In the heart of King 
Arthur country. All rooms en-suite, 
colour TV's, sea or country views, 
some four-poster beds. 
Excellent home cooked food, cosy 
licensed bar. Heated indoor 
(April-October) swimming pool 

Tel: 01840 770221 

www.holidayscomwall.com 


Dart Valley Cottages 

Location River Dart 
Glorious Views 
Wonderful Walks 
Pets Welcome 

Tel: 01803 722561 

www.dartvalleycottages.co.uk 


For your property in France 

homesJrance 
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Pax Travel 


Pilgrimage holiday to 

Andalucia 
Bristol Flights 

10th - 19th September 2002 

Only £699 

Seville - Cordoba - Granada 
With seaside holiday in Almunecar 


Wide selection of other pilgrimages 
for groups and individuals 

152-156 Kentish Town Rd, LONDON NWI 9QB 

Tel: 020 7485 3003 

Email: info@paxtravel.co.uk 


Harbourside Cottage 
Available All Year 

Tel/fax: 01326 565034 


moorland changes dramatically to wooded 
valleys which drop to the East & West Lyn 
rivers, fed by streams from Exmoor, the rivers 
converge at Lynmouth close to the tiny harbour 
with its cluster of white washed thatched 
cottages, hotels and shops. 

Lynmouth’s sister village Lynton can be 
reached by road, a lovely zig zag path or the 
famous Victorian water powered lift. Visit the 
Lynton museum, located in St Vincents 
cottage, housing a collection of curiosities, 
memorabilia and local historical items. Browse 
around the shops in the pretty streets where 
you will be sure to find a special gift or holiday 
keepsake. 

There are a variety of walks and trails where 
you can sample fabulous views or sit and bask 
in the sunshine. A wide variety of refreshments 
can be sampled at the many tea shops, 
restaurants and pubs offering either gourmet 
dining or just a light snack. 


WWW.emara.com 

Irish based gateway to Islands 
and Coastal Communities, 
International Links page, News, 
Discussion Forum. Shop: 
with one secure payment: 

Buy quality goods! 

Book a holiday! 

Try courses!! 

Tel: 00353 (0) 2839126 

email: ed@emara.com 


Country Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea, sleeps 2-10. 

Tel: 0143/ 710492 

www.cufterninanor.co.uk 


CORNWALL 

Perranporth 

Bayview Luxury Caravans 
Full equipped. Free 
Gas/Elec. Superb Views 
overlooking beach. 
Close to shops etc. 

Tel: 01872 572156 


BARBADOS 

ST.JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park 
Saundersfoot 

Claremont Hotel 

3 nights Bed Q Hearty 
Breakfast £75pp. En-suite 
rooms with sea view 
available, families welcome, 
ample car parking, 250 mtrs 
to beach, harbour & village. 
Lovely coastal walks. 
Close to cycle route. 

Id: 11134 H3231 


Plas Dolau 

Aberystwyth 

Phone: 01970 617834 

• Friendly country mansion and 
luxury Scandinavian farm 
guesthouse in 22 acres 

» Comfortable double and 
family rooms (some en-suite), 
dormitories for up to 40 

* Central heating, lounges, 
meetings & games rooms, 
videos, pianos 

Email: pat.twigg@virgin.net 


CHURCH GRANGE GUEST HOUSE 

Bradley in the Moors, Alton, 
Staffordshire ST 10 4DF 

Tel: 01889 507525 Fax: 01889 690399 
A c c om mod ation 

3 Family Rooms All Rooms Include ^ 

(2 En-suite, 1 Private Bathroom) Colour T.V. 

1 Double Room Light Refreshments 

Residents Lounge Tea & Coffee 

Ample Car Park 
Full English Breakfast 


ATLANTIS HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B from £15 pppn. 

Lots of cliff walks & beautiful scenery. No children. 
Pets by arrangement. Open all year. Full English Breakfast. 
Vegetarians catered for. Tel for brochure: 

01271 862405 


Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside 
house in a charming village near 
Saumur is simply furnished, but 
comfortable. You can fish from the 
garden and good food, swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are 
close at hand. It is available from May to October inclusive 
and sleeps six plus. £150 to £250 per week but reductions 
are possible especially for those in ministry. 

Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 07976 438336 day. 


J! 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

Only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
Only £124.95 per couple Worldwide 

For anyone upto 75 years of age. 

2 weeks Europe £18.95 per person (No age limit) §j| 
Call For Details l® 


(FfM 


0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 


iHemsbv . Su ndo wnerl 
iHolidavJPar ~ 

Chalet sleeps 6, d/glazed, 
bath/shower, fridge, 
cooker, microwave, TV. 

Bed linen provided. 
Available May > Oct. 
On-site amusements, golf, 
swimming pool, club & 
shop. Close to beach. 

For details Tel: 


(01603) 471966 -weekdays 
(07740) 776020 -weekends 


Pond Cottages 
Vale of York 

Enjoy the peace of this farming village 
within easy reach of York, the coast, 
moors and wolds. 

Two fully equipped 2 bedroom cottages, 
overlooking fields. 

'Starter Pack' of groceries and a meal 
on arrival are offered. 

Phone: Sue Smith 01757 288080 
or e-mail: g.smith@virgin.net 


Beechfield House 

HOTEL 8c RESTAURANT 

A Comfortable Victorian Country House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 

Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

1 mile away from the National Trust village of Lacock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfteldhou.se. co. uk 
Email: csm @ beechfteldhou.se. co. uk 

Beechfield House, Beanacre, Nr Melksham, Wilts SN12 7PU 


GROUP TRAVEL SERVICE 
FOR CHRISTIANS - UK 8 WORLDWIDE 

Tours tailor-made with your budget and 
itinerary in mind 

Ask about our Celtic Tour and In the Footsteps of Paul 

and others 

Contact: Wendy Billington, 

Specialist in Christian Group Travel 


US 

m 

Iabta 
71561 

White Hart Parade, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI 3 2BJ 

Tel: 01732 460666 


Holiday at 

BEECHWOOD COURT 

b. Mountain Road CONWY 
North Wales LL32 8PY 
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Friendly Christian Atmosphere 
Full/Half board - some En-suite 
Reasonable charges - no pets 
Parking - Children's play facilities 
All welcome - Good Food. 


beechwoodcourt.com 

(Centre run by Christian Endeavour Holiday 
Centres Ltd Registered Charity No.1 039170) 


LAMROTE 

Affordable Luxury Family 
Villa in Playa Blanca 

All home comforts & 
holiday facilities. 

All dates available. 

Phone: 01454 260619 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
nww.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ 

Les Routiers Corps d'elite Wine 
Award and 2001 Cuisine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 

Spring & Autumn Special Rates 


Dn search of Father Ohrlsfmas 

Fully inclusive tours from 
local airports 1 to 5 day 
tours Not/ - Dec - Jan. 
mayical illusions , 
miniature elf u/orkshop, etc 
Accommodation in Loy 
Cabins and Hotels 

ABTA V6364 ATOL 739 
Website: www.santa-holidays.com 


Canterbury Travel 01923 822388 


CORNWALL 

lam Country Hike Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident 
pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. 

Penventon Hotel AA*-*^ 

Tel: Redruth 
01209 203000 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


RIBBLI VALLEY 


2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Level 1 mobility access. 

Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 


LOIRE VALLEY 

House with large garden in 
Medieval town Montreuil - 
Bel lay. Overlooks river Thouet 
S» Chateau. Fully equipped, 
sleeps 4-6. 

From £250 per week. 
Contact: N Denton 

Tel: 01494 799958 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


LAKE DISTRICT 

En-suite B&B in old 
farmhouse. 

Quiet location midway 
between Keswick & M6 
motorway. 

For brochure please call: 

017684 83233 

or email: 

greenahcrag@lineone. net 


V 














I 


14 THE DOOR : JULY 2002 

Advertising TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


Learn, share and celebrate the themes of Sharing Life 

Let’s meet in the cloisters... 


What would you expect to find in the Cloisters? You probably 
associate such a monastic sounding area with thoughts of 
tranquillity and space for reflection. 

When you link this to the Unconventional it allows for a certain 
amount of licence! 

In the Cloisters at Wycombe Abbey during the Diocesan Convention 
you may find yourself reflecting on whether you are doing enough to 
support the work of a wide range of agencies 
active in the Diocese. Your peace of mind may be disturbed by the 


range of activity undertaken by the Diocesan Board for Social 
Responsibility - possibly on your own doorstep. Have you ever 
stopped to consider the numbers of parishes in Oxford Diocese that 
minister to the rural community? The urban dweller will have the 
chance to engage with the rural community and the implications of 
the foot and mouth epidemic last year. 

You will also find interesting resources to purchase and of course 
tempting gifts as well including a very smart new Diocesan umbrella 
(£9.99). In fact the demand for space has been greater than the 


Cloister area can accommodate. This has been resolved by, rather 
appropriately, locating the main bookshop opposite the Chapel in the 
loggia, or for our purposes a mini Cloister. 

In the Cloisters will be open each day from 9.30am until the 
evening worship. 


JA lk& 


Mike Moss is a member of the Convention Planning Group and the 
organiser of 'In the Cloisters' 



THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No 1001783 


Promotes regular use of the BCP at the heart 
of Anglican worship. 

Introduces young people to the Book of 

Common Prayer through the nationwide 

Cranmer Awards scheme 

Publishes a wide selection of journals and 

pamphlets 

Has branches in every Church of England 
Diocese and associate societies in the 
Worldwide Anglican Communion 

For full details please write to:- 
Freepost, THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY, 
or e-mail: <oxfordpbs@aol.com> 


Safeguarding the Tradition of ( ^ ) 
The Book of Common Prayer 


BIBLELANDS SPONSORS VISIT OF BISHOP 
OF JERUSALEM TO THE OXFORD 
DIOCESAN CONFERENCE 


BibleLands, the High Wycombe based 
Christian charity, whose ministry is the 
support of sixty Christian-led projects in The 
Holy Land, Lebanon and Egypt, is delighted to 
be sponsoring the visit of Dr. Munib A. 
Younan, the Lutheran Bishop of Jerusalem, to 
this Oxford Diocesan Convention. 

Bishop Younan and the Lutheran Church in 
Jerusalem are long-standing partners of BibleLands. 
The Bishop is uniquely qualified to discuss the 
importance and frustrations of getting people with 
differing points of view together and to give an up- 
to-the-minute view from the Middle East, which is 
itself necessarily at the very heart of the inter-faith 
dialogue. 



His wife, Mrs Suad Younan, 
is Principal of the BibleLands* Helen 
Keller School for the Visually Impaired in East 
Jerusalem, situated on the main road to Ramallah, 
outside which an Israeli military checkpoint is 
currently located. 

BibleLands* Project Partners work in the fields of 
Education; Social Care; Special Needs; Medical 
Care; Vocational and Adult Training; Support and 
Care of Refugees, showing the compassion of Jesus 
to those in most need - whether the poor, the 
disabled, children or adults - regardless of their faith 
or nationality. BibleLands can be reached at: 

PO Box 50, High Wycombe HP15 7QU. 

Tel: 01494 897950 Fax: 01494 897951 
Email: info@biblelands.co.uk 



B\h\eLaruIs 


Charity No: 1076329 


Bringing Christ’s 
compassion to the 
needy in the lands 
of the Bible... 

Bibl eLands works with sixty 
local Project Partners in... 

♦ The Holy Land 

♦ Egypt 

♦ Lebanon 

in Six Key Areas of Focus... 

♦ Education 

♦ Social Care 

♦ Special Needs 

♦ Medical Care 

♦ Vocational & Adult Training 

♦ Support & Care of Refugees 


Bibl eLands, PO Box 50. High Wycombe Buckinghamshire HP15 7QU 
Tel: 01494 897950 Fax: 01494 897951 email: info@biblelands.co.uk 

A Company Limited by Guarantee No 3706037 Registered in England & Wales 
Registered Office The Old Kiln, Willow Chase. High Wycombe HP15 7QP 


Learning Together 


Our greatest strength can also be our 
greatest weakness. 

The Church of England is often caught 
between a sense of pride and a feeling of 
frustration when it comes to the diversity 
of opinion expressed by its members. 
Pride because that diversity holds 
together, in a rather unusual way, some 
of the best elements of widely divergent 
traditions. Frustration because diversity 
can lead to misunderstanding, division, 
and a self-contradictory public voice. 

How can we make the most of the 
strength that comes from diversity 
without succumbing to the corresponding 
weakness? Courses like the St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course offer one 
encouraging example. SAOMC is a 


learning community whose foundation is 
worship. Unity in worship provides a 
positive basis for every other activity of 
the Course. Alongside this common focus 
SAOMC students and ordinands bring 
widely differing experiences of education 
and employment, worship and theology. 
Together they form a fellowship where it 
is impossible not to be inspired by other's 
stories and challenged by other's views. 
As one student recently remarked, 'It has 
been a tremendous privilege and delight 
to journey for three years with such a 
variety of students who are all now close 
friends'. 


Come and find out more about our work at 
our stand in the Cloisters on Saturday 13 July 



The Leprosy Mission 

The Leprosy Mission works to minister in the 
name of Jesus Christ to the physical, mental, 
social and spiritual needs of individuals and 
communities disadvantaged by leprosy; 
working with them to uphold human dignity 
and eradicate leprosy. 

Meet your Area Organisers at the Leprosy 
Mission stand and discuss how we can 
support your world outreach. 

• Book a time for us to visit your church or 
fellowship group 

• Talk about other ventures we offer 

such as retreat days 

• Take the opportunity to look at our 

trading products 

Stella Bristow 01608 810926 
Jill Fuller 01865 876625 

Registered Charity No. 1050327 


► . > ♦' 


to the 

poorest 

rural 

communities 
in the 
deserts of 

Rajasthan 


R cZT d 802135 


Wells 

ifiarP 

India 


Third World Link 


Wells for India, The Winchester Centre, 
68 St Georges Street, Winchester S023 8AH 
ts 0 1 962 848 043 e: office@wellsforindia.com 



Mobile 

Providers of first class childcare 
for any event. 

Staffed by qualified professionals 
and backed by comprehensive 
insurance cover 

0022333 

Tel: 01491 839191 

* 4 4 ScfcXi £)449 \ i * * * * 
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One Jigsaw; Many Pieces?! 


From humble beginnings in a South London 
classroom, the JigsawClubs project is now known 
across the country. 

Over the past three years, JigsawClubs have started, 
grown, and seen children come to faith in schools and 
churches across the country. Initially a monthly 
Activity Morning (similar to the popular "Kidz Klub" 
model), and then a Holiday Club, the project and 
concept grew, piece by piece, to be a national project 
with a number of additional facets. 

With the aim of helping children to experience Jesus In 
Games Stories And Worship the team, based in 
Amersham and Stockport, provide materials for use in 
lunchtime and afterschool clubs for 7-lls, and have 


just released their newest Holiday Club package 
"Jigsaw Jubilee" with a suitable regal theme. 

Under the name of Hosting4u, they also provide a 
complete range of low-cost internet solutions 
exclusively to churches and charities, from email to 
hosting, and have recently launched a new sub-domain 
service allowing churches to have a web address in the 
form of town.parishchurch.info - this service is 
available on over 20 domain names, as is the free 
webmail service. 

Set-up and run by Christian youth and children's 
workers the emphasis is always to see quality material 
made available, be it in children's outreach or church 
websites. 


JIGSAWdubs 

An exciting Children's Ministry 
programme, designed to help_ 
children to experience... 

J esus 

S n 

Games 
S lories 
And 
Worship 
In church & schools-based clubs 
Everything provided: from help 
setting up to weekly materials 


i 

J 


Our recently launched project ] 

HolidayClubs.org.uk | 

| provides everything needed to I 
run a successful HolidayClub | 

4 complete HolidayClubs, and I 
a team of people are available I 
as well as a range of services f 
Simple website templates 
Online registration system 
HolidayClubs email address 
Telephone/online support 


w ^ 

r 






I 

I 


I Communications Solutions 

Mail4u & WebSpace4u\ 

I free web-based email service 8r 
j easy-to-use webspace accounts 

Hosting4u 

Fully-featured and low-cost 
| internet solutions for churches | 

Calls4u 

0870 & 0845 phone services 


All this and more from 

YCMresources 

k Visit us at the Convention or 
^ online at http://ycm.lnfo 

Email info@ycm.info 

or phone us free 

0800 1958385 



mm mm 

PObox405 AMERSHAM HP6 6WD 
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ST ALBANS AND OXFORD MINISTRY COURSE 

Part-time courses in Christian 
Education & Ministry 

SAOMC is not only an ordination training course. It also provides scope for 
lay people to take up individual modules (5-10 evenings) or to follow a full 
programme leading to Oxford University's Diploma in Theological Education 
and Ministry (3yrs part-time). 

More than simply a course of academic study. SAOMC is a fellowship of 
people who believe they have been called to minister in the Church and 

for the world. 

Courses available this Autumn term 

(Tuesday evenings in Oxford - Thursday evenings in St Albans) 

EB Introduction to Biblical Studies ffl Spirituality 
EB Secular Culture & Inter-Faith Issues EB New Testament Texts 
EB Jesus and the Gospels ffl Creation, Redemption & Theodicy 

EB The Modern Church EB New Testament Theology 


Find out more: 

Visit our stand at the Diocesan Convention, 

(Rms A9 & 10, Wycombe Abbey School) 

see our website at www.saomc.org.uk 

or send for a prospectus from Mrs Gill Pratley, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, OXFORD 0X2 ONB 
Tel: 01865 208260 Email: admin@saomc.fsnet.co.uk 


How new technology 
can help you provide pastoral care 
using 


edwards 


We are attending the Diocesan Convention at Wycombe Abbey School 

on Thursday 11th, Friday 12th and Saturday 13th July 
Please visit our stand in the cloister area 

if you are unable to attend and would like information call 
Edwards Graphic Communications on 01235 559666 for details 
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Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 

Rural Crafts Day - Sunday 4th from 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 
All the family are 
welcome to come and 
experience the delights of 
ferret racing, dog agility 
and rare breeds. Try your 
hand at spinning, felt 
making and basket 
weaving. Live music, 
traditional games, birds of 
prey and much more. 

Bounce, dance, eat, drink 
and be merry at our annual Rural Craft Day FREE ENTRy Parking £2 

Wfeilk On The Wildside 

Summer activities for 8-12 year olds - 9.30am - 4.30pm 

WOW Eco - Adventure August 5th - 9th and 12th - 16th 

Environmental adventure activities including: orienteering, bird watching, 
conservation tasks, wild life walks and more. Based at the Discovery 
Centre with excursions to Greenham and Snelsmore Common. 

WOW Adventure Arts - August 19th - 23rd 

A week of environmental art activities including: earth sculpture, fancy 
dress, story telling, printmaking, paper making and more. 

Price: Income over £16,000 £ 100/week 

Income under £16,000 £75/week 

JSA (proof requested) £50/week 

Daily rates available 

OPENING TIMES: Weekdays term time Tuesday - Friday 1-4, School 
Holidays and Weekends Tuesday - Friday 11 -5 

Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 

Muddy Lane, Lower Way, Thatcham, 

Berks RG19 3FU 

Tel: 01635 874381 




OSJ 


Conductor: John Lubbock 


sra 


\ 



MUSIC!,* 

ABBEY 


Music in the Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 

FEATURED ARTIST: Tom Poster, Piano Finalist , BBC Young Musicians 2000 

FEATURED COMPOSERS: Mozart & Walton 

Friday 6 September 2002 7.30pm 


Tom Poster Piano 
Mozart Piano Quartet in E flat 
Beethoven Piano Trio in G 
Walton Piano Quartet 

Saturday 7 September 2002 
7.30pm 

Tom Poster Piano 
Walton Siesta 

Mozart Piano Concerto No 23 in A 
Finzi Eclogue for Piano and Strings 

Sunday 8 September 2002 7.30pm 

Mozart Serenade in B flat for 13 
Wind Instruments 
Bruckner Mass No 2 in E minor 
Friday 13 September 2002 730pm 

Tom Poster Piano 
Mozart Divertimento in D 
Bach Keyboard Concerto 
in D minor 

Walton Two pieces from Henry V 
Bach Oboe and Violin Concerto 
Mozart Divertimento in F 


Saturday 14 September 2002 
10.00am - 3.00pm 
Come & Sing 

Handel Zadok the Priest 
Mozart Ave verum corpus 
Walton Motet: Jubilate Deo 
Seiber Three Hungarian Folksongs 

Saturday 14 September 2002 
730pm 

Christine Cairns Mezzo-Soprano 
Lambert Incidental Music 
from Salome 

Arr Lubbock Scottish Folksongs 
Walton Fagade 

Sunday 15 September 2002 
730pm 

Handel Zadok the Priest 
Walton Motets 
Mozart Ave verum corpus 
Handel Water Music 


For a free festival brochure and tickets, 
priced £6 to £18.50, call OSJ 
Tel: 020 8857 8579 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm 



Festival Sponsor: 
ROWSE HONEY 



Llandaff Cathedral 



The building dates back to the 13th century 
Open from 8am to 7pm 
Daily services. Book and Gift shop 
Welcomers on duty most days 
Guided tours by arrangement 

Tel: 02920 564554 

Fax: 02920 563897 

www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk 



OPEN 


COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

* and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 160 
Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN S FARMYARD 

★ CAFETERIA 

★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 


Bur ford, Oxon 0X18 4JW 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Open daily from 10am. Mid- way between 
Oxford & Cheltenham 
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 



TANK 

MUSEUM 


Museum Open Daily 
10am - 5pm 


TANKS IN ACTION DISPLAYS 

Every Thursday at noon from 11th 
July to 19th September and every 
Tuesday at noon from 23rd July to 
27th August. 

ACOUSTIGUIDE AUDIO TOURS 
MOBILITY DISPLAYS 

Every Monday and Wednesday at 
1 1 ,30am and 2.30pm from 29th July to 
; 28th August. 

ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 

Every weekday from Monday 29th 
. July to Friday 30th August. A 

See leaflet, website or phone for W 
details fdKother events. jfc 


Tel: 01929 405096 If 
Fax: 01929 405360 || 

www.tankmuseum.co.uk 
info@tankmuseum.co.uliu 
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Cotswold 
Wildlife Park 



The Cotswold Wildlife Park is one of the most popular 
attractions in the area for families and anyone with an 
interest in animals. 


The collection is large and diverse with wildlife ranging from tiny 
invertibrates to massive white rhinos. It is set in 160 acres of 
landscaped gardens and parkland around a listed Victorian Manor 
House built in 1804. 

Many visitors are surprised and delighted when they see the gardens 
and landscaping of the Park and in the animal enclosures. The Walled 
garden, once the kitchen garden for the manor, is particularly beautiful 
during the summer months where there is a wide range of perennials 
and exotics, including bananas, which flourish in it’s microclimate. 
There are fine examples of container gardening in planters and 
hanging baskets which are much admired for the innovative planting 
and which provide inspiration for the gardening enthusiasts who visit 
the Park, many plant are displayed and labelled in reference beds for 
easy identification. 

There is easy access to all exhibits and areas of the Park for any 
disabled visitors and families with buggies and small children. 

The Park is open daily throughout the year, except Christmas day, from 
10am. 

See the website for more information www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 
or telephone 01993 823006 to request a leaflet. 


^oykam QJMaqe Museum 

Bloxham Village Museum has a 
startling new acquisition being shown 
publicly in Britain for the first time. 

A bedsheet drawn in charcoal and crayon by a Russian POW 
in Germany at the end of the war depicting the Yalta 
Conference Group. The POW used it as a bribe to endeavour 
avoiding being returned to the Soviet Union. The bribe was 
unsuccessful as Captain Waldock whose responsibility it w&s 
to make sure they were returned home. He sent him on his 
way! Captain Waldock who 



P 
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Liverpool Cathedral 

One of the great buildings of the twentieth Century 
Open to the public daily 08.00 - 18.00. 
Admission free - donations invited 
Egon Ronay recommended Refectory for teas, coffee, 
homemade cakes and lunches, open from 
10.30 - 16.00, Mon - Sat, & 12.00 - 17.00 Sun. 
SPCK shop with full range of cards, souvenirs & books 
open 09.00 - 17.30, Mon - Sat 8 11.30 - 1700 Sun. 

Tower trips (open all year, weather permitting) 
1100 - 1600, plus Elizabeth Hoare Embroidery Gallery. 

Inclusive charge £2.00 (concessions £1.00) 
Conference & catering facilities for pre-booked parties. 
Main services: 

Sunday: 08.00, 10.30, 15.00, 16.00 
Weekdays: 08.00, 17.30 
Saturdays: 08.00,15.00 
Car parking, disabled access/toilets available. 
Enquiries: 0151 709 6271 Fax: 0151 702 7292 
E-mail: info@liverpoolcathedral.org.uk 


used to live in Bloxham. His 
Grand- daughter Mrs 
Deborah Jones kindly gave 
the bedsheet to the Museum. 
Thanks to a Lottery Grant the 
Museum had the bedsheet 
conserved, mounted and 
framed. The drawing was 
unveiled by Sir Winston 
Churchills great Grand- 
daughter Mrs Marina 
Brounger 

The Museum is next to St 
Mary's Parish Church at 
Bloxham. near Banbury and 
is open from 2.30pm - 
5.30pm. The Current 
exhibition is called 50 Golden 
Years and other Royal 
Occasions. The drawing is 
included as a new accession. 
Contact for further 
information: Peter J P Barwell 
(Administrator) 

01295 721256 or e-mail 
peter.banvell@btintemet.com 
or view Webpage 
www.btinternet.eom/~ 
peter.barwell/ 


Cathedral & Abbey Church 
of Saint Alban 



1 7 V 2 Centuries of Witness 

Admission Free: Open daily 9 am - 5.45 pm 
This imposing Norman abbey church of a former Benedictine monastery, 
the site of execution of St Alban, Britain's first martyr (died c250), stands 
in the centre of the historic city of St Albans. 

Spectacular multi image audio visual show 'The St Albans Story ’ 
Guided Tours, Gift Shop, Bookstall and Cafe 
For tour bookings and further information phone 01727 860780 
www.stalbanscathedral.org.uk 





In the Garden Gallery 
at the Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock 

John Piper - master of diversity 

25 July - 8 September 2002 

Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm • Sunday 2pm - 5pm • Last admission 4.30pm 
Admission: Adults £2.50 (Concessions £1) 

Children 50p • family £4.50 • Includes admission to permanent displays 


For further information 

OXFORDSHIRE telephone 01993 811456 

MUSEUM iWAV.oxfordshireQOv.uk/indexthmg5jo.do 



Painter, illustrator, critic, designer of 
stained glass, theatre sets and ceramics. 

John Piper spent most of his adult life in 
Oxfordshire and is arguably, alongside 
William Turner of Oxford, the County's best- 
known artist. Many of the works to be loaned 
for exhibition at the Oxfordshire Museum 
were created by John Piper in his studio at 
Fawley Bottom Farmhouse, in the south 
Oxfordshire, where he lived from 1935 until 
his death in 1992. The work of John Piper 
has special significance for the people of 
Oxfordshire and it is therefore particularly 
appropriate that the County Museum should 
host an exhibition of his work a decade after 
his death. 
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The Seventh Glastonbury Abbey Classical 


17th August 1002 


Extravaganza 


People travel 
thousands of 
miles from as 
far away as 
Oslo, South 
Africa, Holland 
and the US and 
local people 
love it. 


The Glastonbury 
Abbey Classical 
Extravaganza is now 
an established 
event in the 
classical music 
calendar and is 
becoming more 
and more popular 
each year. If you 


haven't already 
been, make a date 
in your diary; this is 
an event not to be 
missed. The venue 
is second to none, 
the organisation 
faultless, the 
musical programme 
magnificent and the 


Treasures of 
Lincolnshire 


Divine tranquillity in 
every sense is the 
special quality of a 
stay in the peaceful 
county of Lincolnshire. 
Lincolnshire churches offer a 
specially warm welcome to 
visitors, encouraged by 
Church Tourism Officer 
Rosemary Watts, who 
welcomes enquiries in her 
office in Church House, 
Lincoln (tel. 01522 529241). 
Rosemary agrees with Simon 
Jenkins (author of "England's 
Thousand Best Churches") 
who asserts "Lincolnshire's 
churches cannot be bettered, 
above all they are a please 
to visit". She explains "In 
Lincolnshire we have 
wonderful churches of every 
period, from great minsters 
dating from before the 
Norman Conquest through 
Medieval, Georgian and 
Victorian gems (including 
the first church built by 
George Gilbert Scott) and 
including some of the most 
exciting twentieth century 
-m i 


Medina Valle 



church architecture in the 
country..". Details of many of 
the churches, plus 
information on opening 
times and wheelchair access 
can be found in the free 
booklet "Treasures of 
Lincolnshire". Combined 
with a farm holiday or a 
break in one of the excellent 
hotels and guest houses 
throughout the county this is 
an opportunity for a really 
relaxing break.. Look for 
local church trail leaflets and 
information on Flower 
festivals and Concerts in 
churches and in August 
don't miss the Bank Holiday 
celebrations at 
Sempringham, of the 800th 
anniversary of the 
canonisation of 
Lincolnshire's own saint St. 
Gilbert, founder of the 
Gilbertine order of monks 
and nuns, recently featured 
on television's Time Team 
programme. 


visual impact are 
stunning. 

The crowds come 
for the music, 
dancing, fireworks 
and water display 
and to soak up the 
atmosphere. Over 
the years, the 
weather has been 
kind to the 
Extravaganza but 
even last year's 
thunder and 
lightening did 
nothing to dampen 
the crowds spirits 
with many of the 
crowd throwing 
away their 
umbrellas to dance 
the Can Can. 
Organised by 
Michael Eavis, who 
is also in the 
process of putting 
on the Glastonbury 
festival, this event 


has been hailed as 
'the best there is' by 
many who enjoy 
the summer season 
of classical concerts. 
The Royal 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra and 
Pendyrus Male 
Choir will be 
making a welcome 
return to this 
beautiful arena with 
the Abbey Ruins as 
the backdrop and a 
view of the Tor 
from the stage. The 
Yeovil Town Band 
will be playing to 
welcome everyone 
as they arrive with 
their picnics and 
tables. 

This is an event 
where you can be 
certain of hearing 
fine music 
performed by top 
professional 
musicians in a truly 
beautiful setting. 
Enquiries please 



Visit 

Lichfield Cathedral 

and share in 
1300 years of 
Christian witness 


See: 

The 8th Century Lichfield Gospels; 
Sculptures by Chantrey & Epstein; 
16th Century Flemish glass ; 
Modern silver collection 

Coffee Shop 8 Restaurant 
Gift & Book Shops 

Open Daily 0740 to 18.30 
Evensong Weekday 17.30 
Sunday 15.30 

For further information and Group visits 

Tel: 01543 306240 

Email: enquiries@lichfield-cathedral.org 
Visit the web site at: 
www.lichfleld-cathedral.org 



* Residential & Non-Residentiai 

HOLIDAYS 


■ IIULIUMS 

\ BY THE RIVERSIDE 


ACTIVE HOLIDAYS 
plus optional Bible studies in the 
summer led by our guest speakers 

I 1 11 


Am 


RECOGNISED 

teaching establishment 



w J } 


BEGINNERS - Why not try 
something new and exciting 
SAILORS - Advance your 
skills up to instructor level 



REFLECTIVE HOLIDAYS 

New Insights - take one of our sailing courses 
or explore the Island in your own time during 
the day and in the evening follow guided 
studies on: 

Dressed for Life; Jerry Shaw, graduate of Spurgeons College 
Worship; Charles Stewart, precentor at Winchester Cathedral 
Jesus Our Joy; Peter Morden, Shirley Baptist Church, Solihull 
Good News Puppets; Terry Puttick, London City Mission 


Also courses for schools in a Christian environment 
GCSE & A level field studies biology & geography 

for further information call 01983 522195 

Registered Charity No. 236153 


phone 01458 

834596/01749 

890470. 

Tickets available 
from 01749 890470 
or 

Glastonbury Tourist 
Information Centre 
01458 832020 
Glastonbury Abbey 
Shop 01458 
831631 

Tickets are £23 in 
advance or (subject 
to availability) £25 
on the gate. 
Accompanied 
children up to are 
16 admitted free. 
Party bookings - 
buy 15 get an extra 
one free. 

Credit cards are 
subject to £1.50 per 
transaction. 




Come and see the massive Norman 
columns of the nave, the mediaeval 
glass in the Great East 
window and the fan 
vaulted cloisters where 
scenes for the Harry 
Potter films were shot. 
Visit the shop and 
restaurant. Access and 
parking for the disabled. 

Open from 08.00 
until after Evensong 
every day. 

We are off 
Westgate Street in the 
centre of Gloucester 


Gloucester 

Cathedral 

Tel: 01452 528095 
www.gloucestercathedral.uk.com 



Travel 1000 years in lime on our Church Trail of six churches 
including detailed walk round guide, full colour pictures, maps, and 
information on local facilities and other attractions. 

* i * Discover the surprising secrets of our church interiors in our 48 page 
full colour book "Working His Purpose Ouf with a gazetteer of 
50 significant Lincolnshire churches with map showing their period 
and location. 

Join a “Divine Tranquility short break guided holiday with others 
for three nights exploring churches and their surrounding area. 

Send for the free full colour Treasures of Lincolnshire" leaflet. 


Church Tourism Network Officer, Church House, 
The Old Palace, Lincoln LN21PU- Tel:01522 529241 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


| Short Break Holiday lealet | j Treasures of (te) 


Cheque enclosed fori £ 


apava^e !d LOTBF Lfef.) 




A LOOK AROUND 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

OXFORD 

Welcome to the Cathedral. 

This twelfth century church is amongst the oldest buildings in Oxford, and 
one of the smallest Anglican cathedrals in England. It is also the only 
church in the world to be both a cathedral and a college chapel. Enjoy your 
visit, and please remember that this is a place of prayer. 

The Cathedral is the mother church of the Diocese of Oxford, and many 
special services take place attended by the Bishop of Oxford. It is here that the 
Bishop has his throne or "cathedra", from which a cathedral takes its name. 



CATHEDRAL SERVICES 

VISITING TIMES 

SUNDAYS 


CATHEDRAL 

8.00 

Holy Communion 

9.00-16.45 

10.00 

Matins and Sermon 

13.45-16.30 (Sundays) 

11.15 

Sung Eucharist 

CHAPTER HOUSE 

18.00 

Evensong 

9.30- 17.30 (April-'Sept) 

9.30- 17.00 (Oct-March) 

WEEKDAYS 

(Sundays open from 13.00) 

7.15 

Matins 

HALL 

7.35 

Holy Communion 

9.30-11.45: 14.00-17.30 

13.05 

Holy Communion 

(Closed Saturday mornings 
all Sunday mornings) 

(Wednesdays) 

PICTURE GALLERY 

18.00 

Evening Service 

10.30-13.00; jl 4.00-1 7.30 
(April-Sept) 


All Are Welcome 

(Closes 1 6.30 Oct-March) 



(Sundays open from 14.00) 


Admission £4.00 (Concessions available) 

Christ Church Cathedral Office Telephone: 01865 276155 
Additional tours behind the scenes with the theme of Alice in Wonderland can be arranged by pre-booking. 

These tours can include afternoon teas in The Great Hall. Please contact Head Custodian on 01865 276492 for full details and prices 

THE CHAPTER HOUSE SHOP OXFORD LTD 
Tel: (01865) 201971 Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP 

The Chapter House Shop has a wide range of gifts, books, records and all the recordings of the cathedral choir. It also 
stocks parish supplies including candles, wafers, incense, communion wine, palm crosses and pascal candles. 
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Oxford’s own road to Emmaus 




VISION FOR THE JUBILEE Pictured left to right The Bishop of Oxford (Patron), 
James Harding (Project Director), Phil Davison (Trustee), David Faulkner (Chairman) 
Revd Dick Wolff (URC Minister) Jean Williams (Trustee). Photograph:Frank Blackwell 


THE ROAD UP from the Plain 
to Oxford’s Ring Road couldn’t 
be less like the journey followed 
by Cleopas and his companion 
after the first Easter Yet the 
Cowley Road is indeed 
Oxford’s Road to Emmaus. 

Journey on down the Cowley 
Road, and opposite the Police 
Station, next to the URC church, 
stands Emmaus or what will 
soon become the Diocese’s first 
Emmaus community. Today, it 
looks remarkably like a defunct 
1930’s brick church hall. In the 
future it is to be a three-storey 
community for up to 24 home- 
less and jobless people with the 
main task of giving them a new 
start in life and a launch them 
back into mainstream society. 

Emmaus Oxford, the charity 
responsible for this impending 
transformation, is the Oxford 
end of a worldwide organisation 
which began in Paris after the 
Second World Wat A group of 
homeless people picked around 
in the ruins for household objects 
which they then restored and 
sold to support themselves. A 
priest called Abbe Pierre invited a 
group of them to live in his 
Presbytery, which happened to 
be named Emmaus House. The 
restoration of furniture, bicycles 
etc is still the way in which 
Emmaus companions support 
themselves although most of the 


goods are now donated. 

So from the beginning the beau- 
ty of the Emmaus concept has 
been that it can give the homeless 
not just a home but also a job and 
the opportunity to reinvigorate 
forgotten skills or acquire new 
ones. The extension of this idea 
means that Emmaus communi- 
ties (and there are nine in the UK) 
engage in enterprise to provide 
their members with jobs and, 
eventually become self-support- 
ing. The community at 
Cambridge put some £70,000 of 
surplus back into the Charity, 
money that was used to create 
more communities or expand 


existing ones. 

However; before a community 
can reach that stage, it needs to 
be set up and raise the money to 
create itself as a tangible entity. 
Oxford Emmaus has been mov- 
ing forward over the past two 
years to the point that it now has 
a very concrete (and brick!) iden- 
tity. The money has been raised 
and the site bought through 
some stalwart work by a group 
of trustees, under the leadership 
of David Faulkner and centred 
on Christ Church. Bishop 
Richard and Hugo Brunner; the 
Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 
are the patrons of the charity. 


Half a million pounds is needed 
to get the Oxford community 
residence built. More will be 
needed to build the workshops 
on a piece of adjacent land. So 
when the Editor suggested to 
Jean Williams, a trustee and 
local school teacher, that The 
DOOR might adopt Emmaus 
Oxford as its Jubilee project we 
were delighted. Who knows 
Oxford Emmaus may be the 
first of a many in our Diocese. 

Parishes might like to consider 
sponsoring one of the rooms for 
say £5000, so that number 17 is 
not number 17 but St Michael’s 
Room. For £5 you could buy a 
brick in this exciting new ven- 
ture. For the next year we shall 
be reporting to The DOOR on 
our progress. Meanwhile come 
and meet us at our stand ‘In the 
Cloisters’ at the Convention. 

DOOR JUBILEE APPEAL 

The Biblical Jubilee is a time of 
restoration for the poor and those 
in debt. The Emmaus movement is 
a practical way of restoring lives, 
employment (and furniture!) This 
is the first time that The DOOR has 
adopted a charitable venture in this 
way. Please support us! 

More information from James 
Harding, Emmaus, Melbank, 
Church Lane, Wendlebury, 0X25 
2PN. Telephone 01869 246001. 
Cheques to 'Emmaus Oxford 7 and 
mention The DOOR appeal. 


Katharine sang and the Queen wore pink 


Over two thousand children 
took part in Berkshire 
Golden Youth Day on 10 May 
at Bisham Abbey, to sing for 
the Queen. Five of those chil- 
dren were from All Saints 
Church Bisham, the only 
church group there. 
Katherine Foster, one of the 
children from All Saints tells 
her story of the day: 

As we walked in there was a 
long queue and when we even- 


tually got to the front we had a 
red wrist band put on and then 
we were handed a goody bag 
filled with lots of great goodies 
including a mug and a tee-shirt. 
It was a very exciting day with 
lots of things to watch and take 
part in but before any of the 
excitement started we had to 
practice the final tableau so 
that it would all go smoothly 
when the Queen had been wel- 
comed and was led to her seat. 

First of all we went to find 


the smaller stage that we 
would be performing on that 
day. It was reasonably easy to 
see and a kind lady came and 
said we could share their tent 
with them so we had some- 
where to put our stuff down. 
Lianne and I then went off 
with Bev to see the trampolin- 
ing and the boys went off to 
see the skateboarding. 

Later on in the day at about 
2.10pm we were up on the 
stage singing some parts of 


Joseph and an Anthem ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd’. It all 
went very well. 

We then went off to welcome 
the Queen after taking part in 
a few more activities. She was 
wearing pink and looked very 
nice. We then made our way 
down to the main stage for the 
final tableau. That went very 
well too and after a great day 
we walked back to Bisham 
and thought about the fantas- 
tic day we had just had! 


Apricot gateau with a hint of Greece 

By cookery writer Ann Way 

I HAVE recently been with my husband Leslie to the beauti- 
ful Greek Island of Kephalonia (one of the many spellings). A 
great delight to me, apart from the amazing mass of flowers, 
was the abundance of apricots. They were literally falling off 
the trees into our laps at one of our favourite tavernas. The 
Greeks have an endearing habit of building places around 
existing trees. You often find tavernas with trees and shrubs 
with tables arranged around them! The apricots are coming 
into the supermarkets now, so I decided it would be nice to 
have an apricot gateau for this months issue. 

Ingredients 

1 lb - 500gm ripe apricots 

2 tablespoons of runny honey 
1/2 a lemon squeezed 
1/2 pint - 284 mis water 
2 medium eggs 
4 oz - 200 gm Castor Sugar 
4oz - 200 gm S.R Flour 
4oz - 200gm soft marg 
200 mls - 10 fluid oz whipping cream 
200 ml - carton of fresh creme 
fraiche (50% less fat) 

2oz - 50gms flaked, toasted almonds 

Method 

Ypu will need two 61/2 inch spo 
Make your sponge cakes by the all-in-one 
method, placing the flour, baking powder, sugar and soft mar- 
garine and eggs all in a big bowl and whipping until the mix- 
ture is a creamy lighter texture and it drops off a spoon with a 
slight shake. Divide the cake mixture between two prepared 
cake tins smoothing the tops evehly. Place the tins side by side 
in a preheated oven at Gas mark 3, 350°f, 170° c for 18-20 
minutes. When the cakes are cooked and cold cut each sponge 
in half horizontally. 

Wash and cut the apricots in half, removing the stones. Slice 
the fruit in small chunks and save a few for decorating the top 
of the cakes. Place the fruit with the water, honey and lemon 
juice and simmer gently until soft and slightly syrupy. Be care- 
ful not to let the mixture burn on the bottom by stirring occa- 
sionally. Cool it while you prepare the creme fraiche. Beat the 
whipping cream stiffly and fold in the creme fraiche. Assemble 
the cake by spreading a mixture of cream and fruit on each 
layer. For the top layer, spread a covering of cream and 
chopped toasted almonds around the edge of the cake and put 
the saved apricots as a pattern in the middle. 
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Wanted recipes for good marriages! 

A NEW Faith in Marriage Group in the Oxford Diocese is looking 
for good marriage stories. Have you been happily married 20, 30, 
40, 60 years of more? If so, we would like to know your secret so 
that we can support and encourage couples about to get married. 
BUDGET WEDDINGS the Group also want to hear from couples 
whose weddings did not cost a fortune. If you spent £1000 or 
better still less on your wedding, we are longing to know how you 
did it. Please tell The DOOR. Our address in on page 3. 


unconventional 


11 - 13 July 2002 

www.oxford.anglican.org/convention 
or helpline 01252 873030 


2 FORCES The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association - Forces Help 

Yl-ril/lf) yhg na tjonal charity helping serving and ex- 

Service men, women and their families, in need. 


Our forces are for life, not just for war 


For over 100 years SSAFA Forces Help has been helping 
serving and ex-Service men, women and their families in 
need. Our priority is people, and our commitment is to 
provide practical and emotional help and support to anyone 
who has served just one paid day in any of our three armed 
forces, including the Reserves, and their families. 

We estimate that one quarter of the population could be 
eligible for our help. Every year our 7,000 volunteers help 
over 85,000 people. Help us to help those that served for you. 

By making a bequest to SSAFA Forces Help, you'll 
give us the will to make a difference. 

If you would like to receive our free Legacy Fact 
File, make a donation, leave a gift in your will or to 
find out more about our organisation please contact 
us: 

SSAFA Forces Help, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, 
London SE1 2LP 
Tel: 020 7403 8783 
Nominated E-mail: info@ssafa. org.uk 

Charity Website: www.ssafa.org.uk 
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Our magnificent country house set in a 12 acre 
private estate offers the perfect venue for 
renewal and relaxation 

Join in the fun on our Family Summer Holiday:- 
10th - 17th August 2002 
Alternatively, take advantage of our August Special 
3rd - 10th August. From £195.00 half board. 
Individuals or groups very welcome. 

Pilgrim Hall is an ideal venue for groups - 

... a church break - offering time for renewal and 

fellowship in a peaceful relaxed atmosphere. 

... an Alpha course. 

... Day conferences. 

Excellent food and friendly service. 

Heated outdoor swimming pool. 


*** STOP PRESS 

Space available in August at 
a special discounted rate 




For a FREE copy of our 2002 Diary, or to discuss your 
requirements, please contact us at Pilgrim Hall Christian Hotel & 
Conference Centre, Easons Green, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 5RE 
Tel: 01825 840295 Fax: 01825 840017 
Email: pilghall@aol.com www.pilgrimhall.com 



Llangasty Retrzeat House 


The Retreat House is 
surrounded by the beautiful 
scenery and wild life of the 
Brecon Beacons National Park. 

With views across Llangors 
Lake to the western edge of the 
Black Mountains, the large gardens allow guests the opportunity to 
absorb the tranquil surroundings. 

The House provides a place of peace and Christian hospitality and is 
used regularly by groups and individuals. An annual programme of 
residential and day retreats is available. 

Llangasty can accommodate up to 28 guests. There are 8 twin and 6 
single bedrooms in the main house (which includes two downstairs 
bedrooms with en-suite disabled facilities). The bungalow (3 twin 
rooms) has a small conference room and is particularly suitable for 
small groups. 

Enquiries to: 

Llangasty Retreat House, Llangasty, Brecon, Powys LD3 7PJ 
Tel/fax: 01874 658250 Email: llangasty.rh@btconnect.com 
www.llangasty.co.uk 
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Raising self-esteem 


Tensions between Christians and Counsellors 


SELF-ESTEEM - our private 
and subjective self-appraisals, 
our acceptance of ourselves - is 
for some a stereotypical exam- 
ple of psycho-babble. But how 
we value ourselves is a key fac- 
tor in our psychological health. 
Receiving love from our par- 
ents enough to develop a sense 
of security, to be at ease with 
ourselves, is one of the most 
important gifts we can receive 
from them. From a Christian 
perspective, we learn to love 
only because we have ourselves 
first been loved by God. We 
sometimes forget that we are to 
love our neighbours as we love 
ourselves. It is helpful then to 
compare two recent books on 
self-esteem, both by authors 
with Oxford links, both pre- 
senting self-esteem as an aspect 
of confidence. 

Psychology and theology 

In Self-esteem , the Cross and 
Christian Confidence (IVP, 
£7.99) Joanna and Alister 
McGrath, clinical psychologist 
and theologian wife-and-hus- 
band co-authors, have revised 
their 1992 first edition, which 
had then an interestingly differ- 
ent title - the dilemma of self- 
esteem. Their book aims to 
‘address questions relating to 
self-esteem fully and directly in 
a psychologically informed and 
theologically responsible man- 
ner’. It covers modem psycho- 
logical thinking on self-esteem, 
from the early ideas of William 
James through to Carl Rogers, 
and from the cognitive therapy 
ideas of Aaron Beck to the 
insights of John Bowlby, based 
on ideas of attachment and sep- 
aration. Theologically it includes 
both a prayer of Michel Quoist, 
and careful analysis of relevant 
Old and New Testament texts, 
with a section on the centrality 
of the fatherhood of God, and of 
the Cross. 

The healing community 

The final chapter is a reflection 
on the role of the church as an 
affirming and healing commu- 
nity. This second edition has 
been lightly re-edited; careful 
reading shows that some 
obscure or over-technical sec- 
tions have been removed, and 
helpful introductions to chap- 
ters added. There is a new short 
appendix of Bible studies on 
self-esteem, and an extended 
reading list. 


Sue Atkinson’s Building self- 
esteem: a practical guide to 
growing in confidence (Lion, 
£7.99) is a new book on self- 
esteem, written explicitly from 
her own experience as a person 
who had believed that she was 
useless, and who shares with us 
the long journey she has been 
through. She is not a profes- 
sional - she was a teacher - but 
her personal accounts and 
reflections are deeply informed 
by her reading and her aware- 
ness of other’s experience of 
feeling worthless. 

Pithy, practical and gentle 

Each of the 35 short chapters 
includes pithy practical and 
gentle guidance, with suggested 
activities at the end of each 
chapter. For example, she has 
chapters on ‘shifting the first 
stone’ - how to take the first 
steps to confront fears - and on 
‘forgiving is letting go’ - some 
things we cannot easily forget, 
and that is not wrong. She 
offers us herself, vulnerable but 
honest. She is a companion 
along the way for those hurt by 
self-doubt. As with her com- 
panion book Climbing out of 
Depression , the visual style of 
the book is attractive and easy 
to read, with cartoons and 
quotes, and useful addresses 
and further reading. 

These two books are com- 
plementary. Joanna and 
Alister McGrath’s book is a 
valuable resource for those in 
ministry or pastoral care, 
pointing out the significance 
of a full psychological and 
theological understanding of 
self-esteem, and openness to 
the love of God expressed in 
Christian community as a 
powerful antidote to poor 
self-esteem. Sue Atkinson’s 
book is for those who doubt 
their own self-worth. Her 
Christian message is more 
implicit, but none the less real, 
and is accessible to those who 
may have been hurt during 
their Christian quest. Both 
identify the basis of our con- 
tinuing self esteem and confi- 
dence as arising from the love 
and cherishing of those 
around us - a powerful mes- 
sage for relationships within 
the Christian family. 

John Hall is a clinical and pastoral 
psychologist in Oxford. He 
worships at St Mary's Garsington 


IGNORANCE and anxiety 
about the psychological 
dimensions of faith are com- 
mon among Christians. 
Among counsellors in train- 
ing and practice, there can be 
disbelief or minimal interest 
in the metaphysical or spiri- 
tual dimensions of coun- 
selling. In this brave and 
honest book, Oxford coun- 
sellor and teacher of pastoral 
care, Jessica Rose, explores 
what she calls ‘the thorny 
desert’ that can separate 
Christians and counsellors. 
Her observations are largely 
based on the Christian tradi- 
tion and will challenge clergy 
and other Christians, coun- 
sellors and their clients. The 
book will also interest peo- 
ple of other faiths and of 
none who are interested in 
the inner journey. 

The book is based on a 


number of interviews about 
the problems that arise when 
counsellors seek to integrate 
prayer and professional 
practice. The interviews have 
clearly led to deep discus- 
sions about the nature and 
practice of prayer. The 
book’s simple sub-title 
‘Prayer and the counselling 
relationship’, is a reminder 
of one of the author’s 
premises: that the tensions 
between Christians and the 
counselling community are 
like both prayer and coun- 
selling, not only theoretical 
but deeply personal. 

The early chapters explore 
the various ways in which 
counsellors and their clients 
see prayer as part - or not 
part - of the therapeutic 
counselling relationship. The 
exploration inevitably leads 
to insights into the nature of 


prayer and the dangers of 
using it as a ‘quick fix’. For 
instance: ‘All too often, in a 
religious context, dogma is 
poured on raw wounds only 
making them more painful. 
People are exhorted to for- 
give too quickly, or pass over 
their grief, and the process of 
confronting feelings through 
counselling is seen as self- 
indulgent.’ 

The second part of the 
book explores the theologi- 
cal and philosophical para- 
digms, which Christians and 
secular counsellors bring to 
their work. Not least of these 
is a detailed consideration of 
answers to the question: 
what is a human being? - a 
core issue for counsellors 
and Christians as they reflect 
on the place of suffering in 
the human condition, and 
seek to*come to terms with 


the flaws in both themselves 
and other people. 

As she offers her own per- 
spectives and those of her 
colleagues, insights from Ms. 
Rose’s Orthodox back- 
ground and quotations from 
the Greek patristic tradition 
sit alongside quotations from 
contemporary psychothera- 
pists and the Old and New 
Testaments. Under Ms. 
Rose’s hands, the ‘thorny 
desert’ blossoms. 

Helen Pearson 

Helen Pearson is a counsellor in 


Wokingham 

SHARING SPACES: 
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Heaven at the Gatehouse 


Not too early 


for Christmas 



THERE’S a little place like 
heaven, from five until seven ’ 
so goes a poem by Martin, one 
of the guests at The Gatehouse 
Drop-in Centre in Oxford. In 
fact creativity is thriving at The 
Gatehouse after artist Celia 
Ward took up residency on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings. She provided an 
opportunity for visitors like 
Joseph (pictured) to have their 
portrait sketched by a profes- 
sional artist, and to have a go 
themselves. The results were 
shown at an exhibition at The 
Gatehouse in St Michael’s 
Street, from 1 1 to 15 June. ‘The 
watercolour sketches bring out 


the humanity and individuality 
of those painted. There was a 
noticeable atmosphere of still- 
ness and reflection that radiates 
from the faces in Celia’s pic- 
tures, a quality that is recog- 
nised by the staff’ a Gatehouse 
representative said. 

Celia Ward, who paints under 
her maiden name, is married to 
James Ramsey, Vicar of 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford. They 
are about to leave Oxford for 
Bucharest where he is to take 
up a post as Chaplain. 

To find out about volunteering at 

The Gatehouse contact Andrew 
Smith on 01865 792999 


( BORN AMONG US’ explores 
images of the nativity of Christ 
from around the world. It is 
aimed at helping church com- 
munities explore the meaning 
of Christmas in our cosmopoli- 
tan world. With 16 full colour 
images, all-age worship materi- 
als, a specially commissioned 
nativity play and activity sheets 
which focus on eight different 
regions of the world, the pack 
is an ideal resource both for 


leaders of worship and those 
responsible for children’s 
groups. Bom among us has 
been jointly produced by USPG 
and the Methodist Church in 
Britain and costs £15.00. 
Available from September, 
order by 15 July to get your 
discounted copy for £12.50. 
Contact Customer Services at 
USPG on 0207 928 8681or E- 
Mail mauriceu@uspg.org.uk 

Colin Cockshaw 


The Queen needs our heartfelt prayers 

God save the Queen - the spiritual dimension of monarchy (DLT 
£12.95) is a personal credo by Ian Bradley forged during a career 
spanning journalism, religious broadcasting, ordained ministry and 
academia. He traces the evolution of Christian monarchy in these 
islands from the Scripture-rooted vision of a people consciously living 
in the knowledge and love of God, cross fertilised with the indigenous 
sense of the sacredness of life in creation and community. 

Bradley sees the little understood symbolism of the coronation ser- 
vice as the key to that story. In the celebration of Holy Communion, 
the monarch is consecrated to service with attendant sacramental 
acts. These are rich in meaning and no monarch has absorbed their 
import more than our present Queen. But their fullness is this: at that 
point of consecration she stood as our representative so that our lives 
in community are given significant purpose. 

This book is an informed plea for a recovery of the sense of sacra- 
mental governance among us. Bradley concludes: 'Ultimately monar- 
chy points beyond itself to the majesty of God . . Hereditary Monarchy 
is a lonely, noble, sacrificial and Christ-like calling. It could do with 
being more loved and cherished by the Churches. What our sovereign 
needs and deserves most of all from us are our loyal and hearfeft 
prayers/ Read this book - and pray. Arthur Taylor 

The Revd Arthur Taylor serves in the United Benefice of Long Crendon, Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon. He is a former head of history at Aylesbury Grammar School. 



Many of the elderly, infirm or partially disabled need only 
give themselves a little help to enjoy bathtime in privacy, 
safety and comfort ... a BATHABILI7Y bath seat! 

• Spring powered • Simple to use and store 

• Single, easy control lever • Portable 

Write or telephone for brochure and your local distributor, 
for a home trial. 




WARREN HOOKER (UK) LTD. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH1 2 4QR 

Tel: 01202 735999 Fax: 01202 737333 


TRANSFORM THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME WITH NEW:- 



SPECIAUSTS IN uPVC FACIAS 
SOFFITS and CLADDING 

For your FREE QUOTATION call now on: 
01235 525559 or 07971 320886 

We are a local company 
specialising in fitment of new 
Gutter Systems : Facias, Soffits, 

Cladding and Barge Boards. All 
the work is guaranteed and we 
use only qualified carpenters. 


GUTTERING 
FACIA 



THE MANOR HOUSE & GARDENS, 
STANTON HARCOURT, OXFORDSHIRE 



Unique mediaeval buildings in tranquil 
surroundings, Old Kitchen, (Alexander) Pope’s 
Tower and Domestic Chapel. House maintained as 
family home, containing a fine collection of Pictures, 
Silver, Furniture & Porcelain. 12 acres of Garden 
with Great Fish Pond & Stew Ponds. 

OPEN DAYS 2002 

June - Thurs 13th & 27th, Sun 2nd & 16th, Mon 3rd 
July - Thurs 1 1th A 25th, Sun 14th & 28th 
August - Thurs 8th & 22nd, Sun 11th & 25th, Mon 26th 
September * Thurs 5th & 19th, Sun 8th & 22nd 

Disabled visitors welcome at all opening times. 
Group visits by special arrangements. 


Tel: 01865 881928 or 
Fax / Answerphone: 01865 880117 


Thinking about 
getting a dog? 



NCDL Newbury is 
right under your nose. 

For more information, call the 
NCDL Rehoming Centre on: 

01488 658 391 

NCDL Newbury 

Rehoming Centre gMp ^ 0 0 * 

Plumbs Farm w * $ 

Hamstead Marshall l 9 / 

Newbury V.XJ 

Berks A/OZ>L- 

R620 OHR National Canine Defence League 

www.ncdl.org.uk a i** * lot Life 




World Church 


the Door closes 


I was a stranger . . 

Romana Strelakova, who is Czech and on a one year placement help- 
ing churches support asylum seekers and refugees in Kent, writes about 
how she has learnt to see people through God's eyes 


I 


Hop on the White Horse bus 


How can we reach young people in rural communities with the Gospel? 
the Vale of the White Horse's solution to this question - a great big bus 



The photographs: (top) hardworking volunteers enjoy a break before 
taking to the road and (bottom) entertainment on the top deck. 


FOR CENTURIES people have 
been moving around the globe 
with the hope of finding better 
lives for themselves and their 
children. Millions of people 
are forced by war and famine, 
or by political, economic and 
ethnic problems to leave their 
homes and their countries to 
seek asylum elsewhere. 

In Folkestone, where I am 
based there are asylum seek- 
ers from many different places 
- Kosovo, 

Albania, 

Romania, 

Afghanistan, 

Iran and 
Chechnia who 
have fled their 
homes to escape 
discrimination, 
war or poverty. 

Upon arriving 
in England they 
face difficulties 
on daily bases. 

They struggle 
with adjusting 
to a new culture 
and a new lan- 
guage. It normal- 
ly takes years for an immigrant 
to feel comfortable in the culture 
and confident in communicat- 
ing. We are trying to be part of 
this process by supplementing 
existing government services. 
Asylum seekers receive help with 
accommodation and living 
expenses; however they face 
many additional challenges and 
that is where we can play a role. 

We run English classes for 
adults. We help them access 
public services by liaising 
between them and the agen- 
cies, such as Social Services, 
Housing Benefits, NHS, police 
and schools. We also offer an 
after school club to help chil- 
dren with their homework and 
English. As we are working 
with the local Anglican 
Church, we are able to bring 
some of the children to the exist- 
ing clubs run by the church. 

Although we provide a variety 
of practical assistance to asylum 


seekers, a lot of what we do can 
best be described as simply being 
a friend who comes along side, 
someone with whom they can 
share their worries and hopes. 

Some of the asylum seekers in 
Folkstone are Romas (gyp- 
sies), especially from the 
Czech Republic. I am Czech 
and observed that, although 
the Romas were always dis- 
criminated against, after the 
1991 revolution and the subse- 
quent political 
reforms anti- 
Roma senti- 
ment increased. 
Some of us 
treated them 
with mild prej- 
udice and wish- 
ing they were 
not there which 
made us quiet 
supporters of 
those who 
expressed their 
views with acts 
of violence. 

That was 
where I stood, 
until the day I 
was challenged to help these peo- 
ple. I realised that there was a 
great wall in my heart that had 
been built over the years. With 
His help I overcame my inclina- 
tions to avoid and ignore them. 
That was two years ago. God 
then gave me opportunities to 
work with Roma people and I 
spent last summer and the last 
four months learning to under- 
stand and serve them as people. 

I’ve learned through all of 
this not to make wrong judge- 
ments about people, but to see 
them as God sees them. I 
believe it is part of living out 
our Christian faith to notice 
the people around us who are 
in need, such as asylum seek- 
ers, and risk getting closer to 
them. 

Romana will be at the Diocesan 
Convention for the Saturday Programme. 
She will be helping Dr Le Feuvre to run a 
workshop on asylum seekers and refugees. 


ONE IN FOUR young people 
in the Vale of the White 
Horse have been touched by 
an exciting new initiative to 
reach out to the 2000+ 
teenagers in its area. 

This ecumenical project 
was devised last year when a 
number of churches in the 
area decided that there was a 
need to do something about 
the large numbers of 
unchurched and unreached 
young people in the area. 
Following that process, I was 
appointed as the Vale Youth 
Worker and set about plan- 
ning how I would single- 
handedly tackle an area of 
160sq miles, some 30 vil- 
lages and about three dozen 
churches. 

It soon became clear that 
we needed to establish a 
team of people and one of 
the initiatives we came up 
with was to use a mobile 
project of some kind. After 
carefully looking into the 
possibilities for some time, 
we came upon the idea of a 
double decker bus. Now, I 
don’t know about you, but I 
don’t turn the pages of 
Exchange and Mart or the 
Thames Valley Auto Trader 
too often and find a plethora 
of Public Service Vehicles 
being sold off on the cheap. 
Neither have I regularly 
found double-decker buses 
that have already been con- 
verted for use as youth drop- 
in centres available for pur- 
chase at a good price. 

We felt that God must have 
been for the project as the 
doors began to open for us, 
and we found just such a 
vehicle only ten miles down 
the road! 

A mix of generosity, good 
fortune and God’s interven- 
tion (obviously a compound 
of unequal proportions) 
meant that we were success- 
ful in bidding for it and we 


took delivery on 6 March 
this year. 

Since then, we have spent 
about 300 hours sprucing it 
up and making some minor 
alterations. Over fifty people 
have so far given their time 
to this project, and this has 
been absolutely vital to its 
success. The bus had its 
launch on the 23 March. On 
this day about 100 people 
came to look around the Bus. 
This set the tone for the suc- 
cessful and ongoing pilot 
programme. 

The aim of the project is to 
give the young people of the 
Vale somewhere to meet and 
make friends, get informa- 
tion (including information 
about the Christian faith), 
and learn new skills. We try 
to present the Christian mes- 
sage to young people in rele- 


vant and practical ways. This 
is not a pseudonym for ‘never 
actually saying anything 
about Jesus’, no, quite the 
opposite; it means that every- 
thing we do and say has the 
gospel values of Christ at the 
heart. We want to show 
respect and care for young 
people, we believe that they 
have the freedom to choose 
to explore faith issues or not. 
In fact there is no precondi- 
tion for them to come on the 
bus at all. However, we cer- 
tainly are looking for God to 
give us the opportunities to 
reveal Christ in word and 
deed, but we work to the 3 
story evangelism model of 
relationship building: their 
story, your story. His story. 

We estimate that in the first 
month alone, a quarter of the 
total teenage population of 


Q Gundersun writes of 


the Vale have come on board 
the bus to enjoy its facilities. 
At the moment these include 
a tuck shop and coffee bar, 
two laptops, a games con- 
sole, TV and video, board 
games and an audio system. 
We eventually hope to have 
some of our own equipment, 
as much of this has been bor- 
rowed. As with all church 
activity, the biggest chal- 
lenges we face are money and 
volunteers. 

The pilot project concludes 
with a fun day at Longcot on 
the 26 July to which you are 
welcome to come. Apart 
from the Bus, we will be hav- 
ing some outdoor games, live 
music and hopefully a barbe- 
cue and bouncy castle too. 
The bus will have visited 12 
other places during its three- 
month tour of the Vale. The 
task we then face is deciding 
where we take it when it 
starts its regular visits on up 
to three evenings a week 
from September. 

As I have said the Bus pro- 
ject is just one of the initia- 
tives we are trying out. To 
find out more about this and 
the other things that are 
going on in the Vale, please 
visit our website at: 
www.xcell-uk.com or you 
could contact me directly at 
q@xalt.co.uk or on 01367 
240797. If you’re going to 
the Convention, then you 
might want to search me out 
on the Friday evening 'at the 
‘God’s not Dead’ awards. 


Quentin or ‘Q’ Gunderson (as 

he is known) is the current full- 
time youth worker for the Vale 
Churches. He is married to 
Sarah and has two children; 
Isaac (6) and Isobel (2). They 
live in Faringdon. In the 
September DOOR Q reviews 
Walk On a book about the spir- 
itual journey of U2. 



Young family in need of asylum 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children’s and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie’s Bridal Wear 


Reading (0118) 9508959 


Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

R0BEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC ♦ LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


TIME FOR A CHANGE 

Do you feel Undervalued, Stressed, Bored, 
Have no time or an uncertain future? 

Is There A Better Way? 

It will cost you nothing to find out how to 
earn an extra £1 - 5k per month - without 
compromising your career. 

Tel: Chris or Lynn 

01380 860583 
07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 

You may just end up changing your life 


‘BLESSED are those who 
have not seen, and yet have 
come to believe’ John 20:29 
There is a remarkable consis- 
tency of character about the 
different disciples who fea- 
ture in the Gospel narratives. 
We can almost guess what 
Peter will say (‘You’re not 
going to wash my feet!’). We 
can rely on Philip to be prac- 
tical: ‘Show us the Father, 
and we’ll be satisfied’). And 
Thomas, whose feast day 
falls on 3 July, is the statuto- 
ry sceptic: (‘We don’t know 
where you’re going, so how 
can we know the way?’). 

But the incident which 
earned him for ever the nick- 
name ‘Doubting Thomas’ is in 
John’s resurrection narrative. 
The other disciples have 
already met the risen Jesus, but 
Thomas' was absent on that 
occasion. When he discovers 
them bursting with the news, 
he proceeds, in characteristic 
way, to pour cold water on it. 
He knew them - gullible 
clutchers at straws! ‘Unless I 
see and touch the wounds of 
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THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


the nails and in his side, I 
won’t believe’. We may 
assume, as Thomas had been a 
faithful follower of Jesus, that 
he was as keen as the others to 
believe that Jesus had risen 
from the dead, but he simply 
couldn’t swallow it on the 
flimsy evidence of the words of 
the disciples. The wish might 
be father to the thought with 
them, but not with someone 
like him. And then it hap- 
pened! The risen Lord stood 
before him, offering those very 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Doctor cf Evaiiyelisn^a 
broadca^p*' and author of many 
books including With Jesus in the 

Upper Room (BRF, £6.99). 


wounds to his touch. We are 
not told that he actually 
touched them, but we are told 
that he uttered words that 
even went beyond the faith of 
the other disciples at that 
moment: ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ Jesus’s rebuke was quite 
gentle in the circumstances. 
‘Do not doubt, but believe. 
You have believed because you 
have seen. Blessed are those 
who have not seen yet believe’. 

Doubt is not of itself a sin. 
Unbelief is the sin. That is why 
the opposite of faith is not 
doubt, but unbelief. To some 
people faith seems to come 
quite easily. To others of us, it 
seems like a lifelong struggle. 
The wonderful thing is that 
time and again the honest 
doubter is given what he or 
she needs, as Thomas was. 
Perhaps the True Doubter’s 
prayer is the one spoken in 
anguish by the father of the 
epileptic boy: ‘Lord, I believe. 
Help my unbelief’ (Mark 
9:24). It might make a kind of 
supplementary Collect for St 
Thomas’s Day! 





